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CHAP. I. 
A NEW MEDICAL VISITOR, + © 3 


HE doctor ſent for upon this 
occaſion, being recently ſtarted, | 
with his deploma in his pocket, in 

the neighbourhood, and well know- 

ing the wealth and conſequence of Mr. 
; vor. 11. B Lawrence, 


1 
A 
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Lawrence, had too much politeneſs, 
not to ſay regard for his own intereſt, 
to treat the lady's indiſpoſition lightly 
Che therefore felt her pulſe—ſhook 
his head—enquired how long, and in 
what manner ſhe had been ſeized — 
wrote a preſcription of a terrifying 
length, ordered her to be put imme- 
diately to bed, to have one of her me- 
dicines the moment it ſhould arrive, 
and finally, that he would drop in 
again early in the morning; however, 
being attended to his chariot by Mr. 
Dennis Lawrence he turned round 
full upon him before he entered it (as 
from ſudden recollection, and leſt it 
in charge with the young gentleman, 
that if any change ſhould happen he 
„ e ee Gre die ee 
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might: be ſent for at any hour, and he 
would inſtantly attenc. 


This charge (as was indeed the in- 
tention of it) cauſed great alarms, and 
to do Mrs. St. John juſtice, ſuppoſing 
ſhe had never practiſed before, it muſt 
be confeſſed ſhe performed an hyſte- 
ric fit, with equal dexterity, and na- 
tural grace, to any thing of the kind 
exhibited throughout England, and 
deſerved much celebriety and applauſe 
5 the ſame. 


In vain did Mrs. Dickſon repreſent 

to Miſs Jeſſy the impoſſibility of do- 
ing her aunt any ſervice by endanger- 
ing her own health from want of reſt ; 

ah 1 Mrs. Dickſon, cried ſhe, can 1 


„ ever 
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ever ſorget her kind offices to me, 
when I was in the like dangerous ſitua- 
tion; how then can I fail to remember 
the claims ſhe has now upon me? 


Fou have a father, Miſs Jeſſy, ſaid 
Dickſon, as well as an aunt, and have 

read it in the bible, how the loſs of his 
ſon Benjamin would have brought 
down Jacob's grey hairs with ſorrow 


to the grave; and will therefore, I 

hope, rely upon my care—Miſs Jeſſy 

made no reply, but kiſſing her aunt's 

hand and her cheek, retired to her 
own chamber. 


The doctor with a muff ſo enormous 


as even to incommode himſelf as he 
deſcended from his chariot, renewed 
1 23 his 
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and ſaid he ſhould give the lady a call 


time, ſhe might be kept very quiet, 


anxiety in his countenance, met the 
doctor at the foot of the ſtairs, and in- 
treated to know how his patient did 
the door having firſt ſhook. out his 


told him he might make himſelf per- 
fectly eaſy, for that he had great hopes 
of ſaving the lady's life. Save her 


ſo deſperate call in as many of the fa- 
33 Meg! culty 


bis viſit in the morning, altered his 
own preſeription — pocketed his fee, 


at noon, begging i in the intermediate 


Mr. Lawrence, with ſtrong lines of | 


muff for fear it ſhould be unobſerved, 


life! cried Mr. Lawrence, almoſt 
Convulſed with diſmay, if the caſe 18 


3 
. a 2 3 c 
: \ x 
% * 
* 
| : | | | | 
Y - 
— = — 7 = 1 
—— à— —˙ ˙m u,, —?§—˙·˙Ü⅛ —¹ . ²˙ CO Err OO OO OOO OT IO — . — . —˙Ü HWA” <a e , . ] -... ⁵˙ꝛ! 71⅛ UU ²— 


6 FAMILY PARTY 
culty as you think proper, for I would 
give half my fortune to ſave her life. 


The doctor was alarmed in his 
turn — nothing on earth being more 
contrary to his wiſhes, than having a 
brother near the throne—he therefore 
begged they might not be haſty— 
nature was herſelf, he faid, a great 
phyſician, and in many inftances he 
was the wiſeſt and the moſt ſkilful 
man that condeſcended to be her hand- 
maid, and only followed as ſhe 1 
ed out the el 


Mr. Lawrence was ſatisfied with 
this (in his opinion very ſenſible an- 
ſwer) and rejoiced in their good for- 
tune in having ſuch a neighbour. 


In 
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In his next viſit, however, the doctor 
Was tempted to feel how Mrs. Dick- 


Py” 5 
2 Fg 
3 


ſon's pulſe heat hen miſtaking her 
for a ſervant, he began with offering 
her ſomewhat to buy her a pair of 
gloves—and was ſtartled, on finding, 
by her refuſal, he had miſtaken his 
ground — however, aſſurance, being the 
inheritance he was born to, he did not 
forget, on this occaſion, to put his 
truſt therein, and had the good for- 
tune to bring * off oy hand- 
1 | 


Friendthip, madam, faid he, is ſo 
much out of faſhion, that J proteſt I 
was not prepared to meet with it in 
this houſe, what an air of faſhion in 
Pe other reſpect is ſo conſpicuous, | 

1 4 — 
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bdaut you will believe me, I rejoice in 

my error, when I tell you, a friend of 

this indiſpoſed lady, is t e character 


I would wiſh to addreſs — ſor in : a 


word, madam, it appears to me, that 
her mind is the center of her diſcaſe, 
anda friend muſt. be the beſt judge, 

whether I am right in my judgment 

or not, 


Mrs. Dickſon either forgetting, or 
not knowing the dignity of the medi- 
cal profeſſion, and ſtruck by the juſt- 
neſs of the doctor's obſervation, cried 
out, on my word, fir, I believe you 
are a very conjuror. A conjuror! ex- 
claimed the diſciple of the great Eſcu- 
lapius, a conjuror, madam, (looking 
down upon his muff as a badge of 
much 
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much higher honor)—I beſeech you, 
fir, ſaid Mrs. Dickſon, if I have ſaid 
any thing wrong to forgive me, for 
it aroſe ſolely from gladneſs to find 
you fo wiſe and ſo able a gentleman ; 
the doctor was ſo gracious as to give 
her a pardon on the inſtant and ſo adroit 
as to pick out ſufficient intelligence 
from her in five minutes, to determine 
him on his patient's recovery, to lay 
cloſe ſiege to her heart. | 


Bs -:. {... ũ9ũUo9Äͤö 
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CHAP. It” 


_ A MATERNAL SCENE AND IT'S CONSE= 


QUENCES. 


RS. St. John, for the honor of 
* Doctor Pimento's ſkill, find- 
ing herſelf much better, her fever, (if 


ſhe ever had one) gone, her fits abat- 
ed though her ſpirits were not equal to 
an interview with her brother, ordered 


her daughter Lydia to attend her in 
1 her 
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her chamber —where ſeated up in her 
bed, ſupported by pillows, with an ele- 
gant night cap on her head, and a 
_ fmelling bottle in her hand, ſhe thay 
" addrefled her: + 


Behold, ſaid ſhe, and tremble at the 
work of filial ingratitude, and'if you 
imagine my ſenſe of it too ſtrong, read 
What that great maſter of the human | 


mind, Shakeſpeare, ſays vpon the ſub=" 


ject, in his King Lear: * How ſharper 
than a ſerpent's tooth it is to have 
a thankleſs child, and then pt of 


| my feelings.” 


I av but one child now left 
(wretched mother as I am) and in 
order to know how long even that 
B 6 one 
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one will be continued to me, is my 
motive for calling you, Lydia St. 
John, into my preſence. Of you at 


this moment 1 have only ſuſpicions, 
and unconfi! med they ſhall be given 
to the winds—but of this I am certain 
—that Dennis Lawrence i is my fixed, 
and proved enemy ; preſume not to 
ſpeak, till J have (if Heaven enables 
me) finiſhed. my ſpeech. i in the emaci- 

ated ſtate to which my nerves are re- | 
duced (ſmelling at her ſalts) but Hea- 
ven's will be done—if my children are 
deſtined, like thoſe of Medea, to be 
_ inſtruments of my diſtructign, I muſt 
ſubmit, but Dennis Lawrence will not 
be an innocent Oedipus, 


FAMILY PARTY. - 2 
The lady ſeems here to be a little 
out in her ſimile, but if ſounds, not 
ſenſe, were her object and to excite 
2 confuſion of ideas her i intention, ſhe - 
certainly made a very. happy. > choice. 


Lydia till now had food like a 
criminal before her, but unable longer 
to ſupport herſelf, begged leave to 
kneel—it is the attitude of contrition, 
cried the lady, and will well become 
you kneel then and hear my final 
reſolves, | 85 


— 


Dickſon terrified beyond all endur- 
ance at the apprehenſion of what might 
happen to fetter the dear helpleſs 


child's mind, and prove an inſuperable 


bar to her well merited happineſs, 
| knelt 


14 PAMILY PARTY: 
knelt down alſo, and conjured Mrs, 
St. John to well conſider what ſne was 
going to fay, leſt, in like manner 
with her eftabliſhment of the FamiLy 
PARTY, ſhe ſhould repent her- own 
decree, 


Officious friend, ſaid ſhe, withdraw 
| ſacred, and private as ſacred, I per- 
1 ceive maternal conferences ought to 
be- Mrs. Dickſon heſought her not to 
be ſo rigid ſo romaniſn - and wiſhed 
ſhe had never hardened her heart as 
| ſhe had done, by reading ſtories of 
barbarians bravery, and ſavage honor 
—whilft the lady recollecting how 
much ſhe was in Mrs. Dickſon's pow- 
er—bid her only be ſilent, and ſhe 
might indulge her inclinations—but 
| Se 
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to return, ſaid ſhe, to Dennis Law- 
rence. The child I have loſt, and 
though ſo wicked and injurious a child 
to me, I ſhall ever deplore, is a miſ- 
fortune owe to the cold blooded malice 
of that young man, Dennis Lawrence, 
for it was not her mother's heart the 
blow of her miſconduct was levelled 
at, it was to ſhew that great fir, ifhe 
could be unmindful of her charms, 
his brother was all glowing ſenſibility 
reſpecting them, and having ſo far al- 
ready undone me, he has rendered it 
both juſt and equitable, I ſhould arm 
myſelf cap a pee againſt his future at- 
tacks—he is the elder branch of our 
moſt reſpectable old Engliſh family 
and mark me therefore, Lydia,. 


At 


* du. * * * 99 _ 1 5 * "ee? 
* 8 * 
* 2 cs ea * 1 


_ . 
+ 
my 


16 FAMILY PARTY. | 
At this inſtant the doctor was 
heard in the lobby, (the muffled 
knocker being deprived of the honor 
of announcing his arrival) and the 
kind Mrs. Dickſon threw the door of 
the apartment open to its utmoſt ex- 
tent, to admit him and all his medical 
marks and tokens, with ſo delighted 
countenance, that the doctor's queſ- 
tion of © how is the dear lady was 
wholly antieipated, and Mrs. Dickſon 
calling Lydia into the dreſſing- room, 
confined her to walt a moment for her 


return. 


Mrs. Dickſon's return beſpoke all 
the goodneſs of her heart, for ſhe had 
ſought out and ſeized on Mr. Dennis 
Lawrence —had appriſed him, in their 

40 ſhori 
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fhort way to the dreſſing: room, of his 
danger, and hearing Mrs. St. John 
and the doctor had fallen into cloſe 
converſation, bid them not throw 
away the only opportunity they could 
ever hope for, of ſecuring themſelves 
from ſome frightful injunction; and 
penalty, on the part of Miſs Lydia, if 
ever they n. of . wn | 

Den kann fele the 150 of 
every word ſhe uttered, and the trem- ap 
bling Lydia, all his alarms, according= 
ly (with Mrs. Dickſon a living wit- - 
neſs) they bound themſelves to live 
for each other alone, and to conſider 
this contract in as ſolemn and as reli- 
gious a light as if it had been made 
at the altar, where it ſhould be con- 
firmed 
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med fo n . the parenta? per- 
e could be obtained. 


Mrs. St. John now rang ner bell, 
and Dennis firſt ſaluting Lydia, as his 
bride elect, made good his retreat, 


and doctor Pimento took his leave 


with increaſed reſpect and reverence 
for his patient. I proteſt, Dickſon, 
faid the lady, it had an odd appear- 
ance, and: I verily believe the doctor 
thought ſo himſelf, for you to quit 
e as if we had been lovers. 


- 


1 I fuppoſe, cried: Dickſon, Gmiling 
(though the idea never ſtruck me till 
now,) I have only begun to treat the 
gentleman in the manner his future 
viſits will demand of me, for if I have 

any 
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any ſkill you have made an actual 
conqueſt of him * 8 | 
You have a within imagination, | 
Dickſon, ſaid the lady; however this 
gentleman is by no means ſo hand- 
ſome as him who attended me at the 
Orange Coffee Houſe for which rea- 
ſon; to own the truth, you: would 
oblige me, by contriving to find out 
whether he was or was not a married 


Dickſon aſſured her ſhe would 
ſtrike our a method of obtaining this 
deſired information. But Dickſon, 
faid the lady, juſt hand me the look- 
ing glaſs, am I not dreadfully pale, 
let us not my dear Dickſon, however, 
whilſt 


20 FAMILY PARTY. 
whilſt we are thinking of theſe phy- 
ſicians forget the orator's claims to 
| our" remembrance — give me your 
opinion-—would he take it kind, if I 
was to receive him in my preſent ſtate 
of indiſpoſition and confinement. 


- Dickſon replied ſhe would pledge 
her life for his gratitude, if ſhe was 
once authorized to make him the com- 
pliment, and was beginning to flatter 
| herſelf Miſs Lydia's perſecution . was 
at an end (at leaſt for the preſent) 
when Mrs. St. John aſked where the 
girl was—in the dreſſing- room, ma- 
dam, replied Mrs. Dickſon, from 
whence ſhe has not preſumed to ſtir, 


as ſhe. knows your commands. We: . 
| Buſineſs, 
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Buſineſs, ſaid the lady, has certain= 45 
iy thrown my thoughts into a new 
train, but buſineſs ſhall not prevent 
my concluding in a very few words, | 
what I intended to ſay to her, ſo bring 
her in good Dickſon, that I may have 8 
done with her, and endeavor to com- 
poſe my mind for the remai inder of 
the day. Away flew Mrs. Dickſon; 
now Miſs Lydia, ſaid ſhe, you will 
not fail, I am certain, to remember 
your ſituation, for in the ſight of God 
your couſin Dennis is your huſband, 
and tho' your reſpect for your mother 
muſt. remain, your faith and promiſe 
to that young gentleman muſt not be 
violated, ſo if ſhe puſhes you ſo hard 
| as to put you upon the neceſſity, you 
ought to tell her as much. | 
bans Lydia, 


PPP 
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Lydia, who had acquired a firmneſ 


of mind, unuſual. to her ſoft character, 


made her appearance —we will cloſe 
our conference, ſaid Mrs. St. John 


(though ſhe herſelf had been the only 


ſpeaker) in a conciſe manner Dennis 
Lawrence ſhall never be nearer allied 
to me, and now therefore I command 


you to engage yourſelf by an oath, 
(and pray Mrs. Dickſon help us to 


te bible) on this ſacred book, never 


to liſten to his converſation, if of a 
lover-like kind, or to accept him for 
a huſband, as you would ſhun my 


death-bed execrations, 


Mrs. Dickſon was ready to ſink into 
the earth with good · natured concern 
for the young | lady's feelings hov- 
abundantly 


- 
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abundantly then was ſhe. relieved on 
hearing her tell her mother (free from 
all diſtreſs or diſmay), that ſhe had 
ſpoke too late, and it was not in her 
power to oblige her. Fiend of darkneſs, 
cried the enraged lady — fiend of dark- 
neſs - and have you the effrontery to 
tell me ſo. Miſs Lydia replied, that 
tho ſhe had ſo ſtrictly engaged herſelf 
to her couſin, never, during his life 

to marry another, or to refuſe _ 

ing him at the altar, when parental ob- 
ſtacles could be removed, ſhe had not 
the leaſt intention to advance one ſtep 

beyond what they had done until her 
mother and his father became propi- 
tious. | LR 
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Out of my fight, cried the lady, 
turn her out Mrs. Dickſon—Olivia's 
tranſgreſſion is leſſened by the magni- 
tude of her daring——for this ſerpent 
means to ſting my breaſt by pulling 
down my brother's diſpleaſure on my 
head go then, thou imagined gentle 
creature, go report what has paſſed 
between us to your uncle, and conſti- 
tute yourſelf in return for all his kind- 
neſs, the ſource of a civil war in his 
family. 5 


Miſs Lydia ſtopped and turned 
back learn, madam, ſaid ſhe, to 
know your child better from my lips 
no words ſhall fall, either to offend 
you, or to diſturb my worthy uncle's 
peace, unleſs by your conduct, after 

| - | what 
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ſituation, a higher duty than even tlie - 


filial, my duty to my Creator, com- 


pells me to act contrary to all my 
 wiſhes—and fo ſaying ſne quitted the 
room. = ee buy. ctrl. 
Dickſon, cried the lady, who am 
1?—not the Mis. St.. John you was 
wont to be acquainted with—with the 
hearts of all her family in her hand. 
Dear madam, ſaid Mrs. Dickſon, you 
ſurely are to blame to deſtroy your 
own happineſs and good looks thus; if 
your children happen to turn out like 
other people's children you cannot 
help that, but it will be your own _ 
fault if wrinkles— 


vol. III. © 1 Hold, 


— 


26 
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Fold, ſoreamed the lady, I die at 
e bare idea of ſuch a thing, and 
from this moment reprobate every 
eeling that would lead down to ſo 
| fearing an effect. Then let us talk of 
Mr. Jervais, ſaid Dickſon, and re- 
member your daughters no more. 


and 
ſhould it be poſſible for you to convey 
him to my chamber, either this even-. 
ing or to morrow morning, I will fa- 
vour him, in the true French ſtyle) 
with an audience—for the ladies in 
France, Dickſon make a point of ſee- 
ing their admirers in bed. 


Mrs. Dickſon, who had nothing 
more at heart than keeping Mrs. St. 
1 John 


7 
0 
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John in good humour, replied, that it 
was taking a cruel advantage of a lo- 


ver to let him viſit them, if 1 in like 
manner with herſelf, they never look - 
ed handſomer than when in bed, but 
ſhe was to do as ſhe pleaſed, only pre- 
paring herſelf to anſwer for the conſe- 
quence. You, wicked wretch, faid | 
the lady - but you ſhall not flatter me 
out of my generous reſolution—ſo let 4 
Jan but ate attend, and I will receive | 
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A VERY | BUSY CHAPTER. 


ar 


E upper houſe-maid, who was 


accuſtomed to perform all the 
offices for Mrs. St. John, which ſhe 
deemed beneath the dignity of her 
friend, Mrs. Dickſon, was now rang 
for, and commanded to ſit in Mrs. St. 
John's chamber, during Mrs. Dick- 
ſon's abſence, who had heard of a 
country 


"= 
country acquaintance jult come to 
Town, ſhe much wiſhed to viſie—and + 
off ſhe fat in de of Mr. ths 1; 


„ % 391 T 


: 'i 
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* be hk woman's: his was 
not however a proſperous one, for Mr, 
Jervais was no where to be found, and 
ſhe could alone leave an ambiguous 
note, to tell him to call he knew 
where, and aſk: ſor he knew who, at 
ten o'clock the next morning, ſhe re- 
turned, therefore, with a kind of 
heavineſs on her ſpirits, which ſhe im- 
puted to her diſappointment, but was 
in reality a preſentiment of | unappres 
hended evils, for ſcarcely had "ſhe 
turned. the corner of the ſquare, than 
the poſtman arrived with a letter 
from the runaways, for both Mrs. St. 
Ea John 


* 
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John and her brother, begging: pardon 
dutiful in future, and in a word ſuch 
letters, at all points, as your Gretna- 
green adventurers evermore ſend to 
their offended relations, except that 

to Mrs. St. John, a poſtſcript was i 
| ſubjoined, ſignifying that Olivia had 
an important ſecret to divulge, which 
concerned her mother's honor and 
welfare. 26 A xs 


MMS. St. John having read the let- 
ter, bid the houſe · maid tell her bro- 
ther ſhe ſhould be glad to fee him, 
and Mr. Lawrence with his ſon's let- 
ter open in his hand, immediately re- 
paired to her chamber. What do you 


— —_ ſaid the lady, (having 


go? "Un received 


— al due congratulations: on 
her recovered health), what, brother, 


40 you propoſe doing, repeated ſhe; | 
way theſe difobedient ones. Every 
ied the merchant, I con- 

done—my houſe 

Nall be open to * accommodation 

until they can provide themſelves ano- 
ther, for I will remember they are m 

relations, though as my children my 
eſteem for them is „* for 


ever. 


—— 


= ; 
— 


This may be your idea, fir; replied 
the lady—but 1 think it is far too 
conceding — let a ready furniſhed houſe 0 
be engaged for their r eception, until 
another can be provided, for under 
the ſame roof they and I muſt, not 

EE & lodge 
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Lawrence carry your goodneſs of heart 
hoped ſhe could, but added that it 
muſt be a work of time. Behold, 

then, ſaid Mr. Lawrence, the diffe- 
rence between us, all the reconcilia- 
tion I am capable of, is now theirs; 
they have thought proper to renounce 


my affection and abuſe my confidence 
in them, and I am not to be deceived 
and betrayed more than once by the 
ſame individual. Nay, now brother, 
cried Mrs. St. John, you are going 
to be guilty of an actual departure 
from character; your reconciliation to 
me was unconditional and unlimited. 
3e. 9. True, 
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True, ſaid Mr. Lawrence, but you 
vas only my ſiſter, and J had there- 
fore no natural or legal claim to your 
conſideration but to Redman I was 
a friend, as well as a father his hap- 
pineſs was mine, and my ear and heart 
ever open to the means of promoting 
it; do not then imagine I can be pre- 
| vailed upon to join hands with, though 
I can always be civil to, the young 
couple, who have treated me ſo un- 
worthily as to fly from my protection, 
and diſdained to compliment either my | 
authority or my relationſhip | in a 
ſingle inſtance. is 


23- 


Mrs. St. . who "ow? formed 
her private plans, wiſhing to keep 


Ou good terms with her brother, 
Cy ; ae 


— 
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affected to give up the point, only = 
_ ſaying, that ſhould they ſolicit admiſ. 
ſion to her preſence, unleſs her brother 
forbid it, ſhe felt ſhe ſhould be weak 
enough to comply. Mr. Lawrence 
aſtoniſhed at this change of conduct, 
in a woman whoſe reſentments, he 
| feared, were unappeaſable, left her 


much relieved, for he (though deter- 


mined how to act himſelf) rejoiced to 
find they had ſtill a mother. 


_ _.. _ Qurrreaders muſt not, however, be 
- uninformed that this calm in Mrs. St. 

John's temper, reſulted ſolely from 
curioſity reſpecting Olivia's artful 

- poſtſcript to her letter, and a deſire of 
revenge towards Dennis and Lydia, in : 
en — ſtate of mind, ſhe was 
found 


Pb found in Mes: i Dieleſon, at her return. 


Mrs. Dickſon, though equally unable 

as Mr. Lawrence to penetrate the 
cauſe of this wonderful alteration, for 
the lady declared, if Olivia arrived 
ſhe would ſee her before the ſlept; 
apprehended it boded no good to Lydia 
—ſhe reported her ill ſucceſs reſpect- 
ing Mr. Jervais, and: Mrs. St. John 
replied it was very well, and: fell-into 
one of her profound reveries. Mr. 


Lawrence underſtanding, from ba 


ſon's letter, that himſelf and bride 
were on their way to London, having 
given orders they ſhould be received 
as uſual by the reſt of the family, went 
out purpoſely to avoid them, but Mrs. 
St. John, when her dinner was brought 

. up to her, receiving the ſame informa- 
C 6 | tion 


-_— 


— 
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tion diſpatched Mrs. Dickſon, to get 
them a houſe or lodgings, of whatever 
high price, in the neighbourhood, even 
in the moment ſhe gave orders her 
daughter ſhould be conducted to her 


apartment ſo ſoon as ſhe arrived. 


She did at length arrive, and arriv- 


ed fo unluckily that Mrs. Dickſon loſt 


an opportunity of coming at one fyl- 
- able of what ſhe had to communicate, 
ſo long was ſhe employed in her and 


her huſband's ſervice, before ſhe could 


get them a ſituation to her mind. 


Miiſs Lawrence had kindly well- 
comed her new ſiſter, and Lydia and 
Dennis, with the utmoſt ſincerity 
wiſhed them happineſs, but it ſeems 


* 
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2 moment had hardly elapſed from 0 
the carriage ſtopping at the door, be- 

fore Mrs. St. John's bell was rang 

for Olivia, and Olivia having met with 
a far better reception than ſhe could 
have hoped for, was bid to ſit down, 
and explain the hint ſhe had thrown 
out (when poor Mr. Jervais was con- 
ſtituted both the ſacrifice, and the 
peace offering between them) for Mrs. 

Redman Lawrence aſſured her mother 

Mr. Jervais's only motive: for paying 
court to her, was to open a way for him 

to obtain her couſin Jefſy—a charge, 

which, if he had the audacity to deny, 

Redman and herſelf were ready to 

ſtand forth, and ſubſtantiate on de- 


This 


| 
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This though merely conjecture, 


and a wicked attempt (from a know- 


ledge of the lady's diſpoſition) to ruin 


him in her opinion for ever, being an 
incontrovertable fact, was the hardeſt ? 
blow they could have given him, for 
Mrs. St. John in compliment to her 
own merit and charms, being firmly 
perſuaded, her daughter's undertaking 
was impoſſible, reſolved to come to an 


immediate ecclaircifſement with him, 


inſomuch that could he have diſprov- 


ed the charge, he would have had only 


to convince her they were wrong, by 


any, or every conciliating proof ſhe 
might have required, even to down- 


right matrimony itſelf a conduct, 
both his honor and his love equally 
forbid. | 


Redman 
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Redman and his lady were piqued 
on being told they were not to ſleep 


, at Mr. Lawrence's, for depending 


upon the weakneſs of Mrs. St. John's 
mind and the goodneſs of his, they 
had ſuppoſed little more than a few 
conceſſions, would have been neceſ- 
fary to heal all the grievances between 
them, and they departed to their own 
hired houſe, with much ſullen dignity. 


Mrs. St. John paſſed the night in 

reveries, as ſhe called her ſelf-flatter- 
ing or ſelf-debating intervals, and 
that they had this night been of the 
former kind could not be doubted by 


her calm pulſe—clear complexion and _ | 


unexpected animative countenance, as 
the doctor deſcribed, her health re- 
turning 
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turning ſymptoms in the morning. 
At length Mrs. Dickſon was told a 
# perſon enquired for her—and brought 
Mr. Jervais, unobſerved by all eyes 
to Mrs. St. John—Jervais had heard 
of her indiſpoſition and Miſs Olivia's 
| elopementprevious to his introduCtion, 
| and was, therefore, ſo far in the way 
for ſaying things ſuitable to the occa- 


The lady who thought ſhe had ne- 
ver ſeen him look ſo. handſome in his 
life, was all gracious condeſcenſion 
and encouragement, but what were 
his feelings, when on telling him ſhe 
was about to play the © touchſtone 
with him, and try if he was a currant 
friend or notꝰ ſne put the queſtion to | 

him, 
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him, appealed to him as a man of prin- dee: 
ciple and honor, whether what ſhe had ” 
heard, (reſpecting him) was true or 
not. Deſpair and guilt were:inſtantly 
viſible in his countenance, and Mrs. 
St. John called for her ſalts. Tou 
anſwer not, ſaid ſhe,” what am I. to 
think of your ſilence. Think, replied 9 
Jervais, that whatever reſpect J have | 
paid you proceeded from my heart 
your niece, madam, is an angel, and 
if I have dared to adore her as ſuch, 
have I not aſcertained my reſpect, for 
you have formed her what ſhe is; how- 
ever, this I can affirm, that if my 
heart is guilty my lips are innocent; 
for until this moment, they never 
breathed the moſt diſtant confeſſion to 
any human being of my feelings —how- 
_— 
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: ever, ſome one has contrived to tear 
the ſecret from me, in conſequence of 
your knowledge of it, actuated you to 
e e208 e my n "_— 


It is ck fir,” faid Mrs. St. 
John; that I have obligations to you 
J never ſhall deny, but I muſt not diſ- 
charge them by a breach of every duty 
to my brother, farewell, therefore, and 
remember we can meet no more. 


Mrs. Dickſon was deſired to con- 
duct him to the outward door — he fol- 
lowed her without uttering one word 
Mrs. Dickſon ſtopped and waited in 
expectation of bis making a ſpeech, 
but finding herſelf diſappointed went 

i We * 
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on—God bleſs you, Mrs. Dickſon, 
ſaid he, as ſhe let him out—1 thank 
you for every kindneſs you have done 
me, and will endeavor to forgive the 
ſecret enemy that has deſtroyed me | 
alas! alas! fir, faid Dickſon, I can 
only wiſh you well, and pray for you, 
but ſurely we ſhall meet again! 


Mr. Jervais went home, and for- 
bidding his ſervant to diſturb him, 
_ threw himſelf; in his cloaths, upon the 
bed, and was much diſpleaſed by his 
knocking at the door to aſk him if he 
would not dine, drink tea or ſup; 
and twice in the night, (under pretence 
of thinking he was called) letting him 
know he was in the next room attend- 
ing on him. 
. But 


T > 
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But the ſervant having lived Sith 
him eleven years had a real affection 
for him; ; he therefore, on ſeeing him 
come home as if cruſhed to the earth, 
by che weight of ſome cruel event, 
could not forbear apprehending the 
worſt that could happen, and to relieve 
his fears, when they became inſupport- 
able, took the method above deſcrib- 
ed to inform himſelf he was ſtill alive, 
Inthe morning, however, he had the 
| pleaſure of hearing him order his 
breakfaſt, and of ſeeing him eat it 
with great compoſure; when calling 
for pen and ink he wrote the following 
letter to Mrs. Dickſon: = 


Dear 
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Dear Madam, | 


OW 2 & 


Ber not. afraid to receive, or 7 pe- 8 


ruſea letter with my fignature—wretch- 
ed I may be, but unworthy I will ne- 


ver become, as a proof of which, ö. 
have i in my laſt viſit to Mrs. St. John, 
ſacrificed my intereſt to my principles, | 
and deprived myſelf of the pleaſure 
of ever beholding Miss Lawrence 
more, rather than be guilty of falſe- 
hood or duplicity. For that 1 love 
her dearer than the light of Heaven, 
or the life that Heaven has beſtowed 
upon me, ſhall no longer be denied— 
loved her before 1 ever exchanged a 
word with you, or ever thought of be- 
holding her at a maſquerade. | Yet, 
Mrs Dickſon, as a proof that I advan- 
1 ced no tenets at t the I DEBATING CLUB, 
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by which my heart and conduct are 
unregulated, the love 1 bear her i is of 
ſuch a nature as to cauſe me to prefer 
her happineſs to my own; ſacred, 
therefore, with me, and for ever ſhall 
be held ſacred her father $ claims—no 
forrow ſhall his heart feel on my ac- 
count, or ſighs be breathed by him 
for his Jeſſy, (of which I am the au- 
thor) not that I have the vanity, or 
light opinion of Miſs Lawrence to 
ſuppoſe, was I capable of trying to 
make her forget ſhe has ſo near and 
dear a relation, for my ſake, that I 
ſhould have any chance for ſucceſs— 
no—1 only mention it to convince you 
E that if my life could ſerve her, and 
advance her happineſs even in the 
preſervation of her father from danger, 
. 1 


* 0 
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1 would, with pleafure, ſhew her how 
ſincerely I am attached toher;” Where- 
ore I write to you now (except to car- 
ry my thougths for a few moments 
out of myſelf,) I know not, if it can 
be called to carry my thoughts out of 
myſelf to write about Miſs Lawrence, 

when thinking of whom alone, I can 
be ſaid to exiſt. 


1 3 | PE: reſolved how to 
proceed —I will article myſelf to ſome 
' merchant, throw all my property into 
commerce, and by firſt contriving to 
win the father's approbation, open 4 
way for me to his daughter's heart. 
Let, fool that I am, how can I be 
certaia that Miſs Lawrence, however 
young, has not ſee the man ſhe can 
TM prefer 
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prefer: to me—lovlieſt of women 
muſt I then deſpair - yet if your heart 
is beſtowed upon another, may he be 
vorthy, and you be happy. 


1. 


DQ, could Mr. Lawrence ſee the re- 
ſpect I bear him — the ſympathy 1 
have taught myſelf to feel for his ſor- 

rows the loſs of his friend the loſs 
of his wife — my dear, Mrs. Dick- 
ſon, he would not ſure refuſe me a 
| moe in his eſteem. 


Vet 1 3 you name me not 
to Miſs Lawrence let her be free, 
however J am fettered, the time 
will come when 1 ſhall, perhaps, be 
known (for no pre ſumptuous wretch) 
though I ſhould claim the hand of 
actor Mis 


Miſs nee who 2 couldg give 7 


Thus men the utmoſt wiſh 1 aſpire 
to accompliſh is your giving me an 
opportunity of explaining to you, how 
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long, and if I can, how well I have 
loved and love Miſs Lawrence, and Pos 


be aſſured it is the laſt trouble and the 

laſt requeſt you ſhall ever receive from 
your affectionate humble ſervant. 

T. L 


5 This letter was diſpatched to Mrs. 
Dickſon, by a ticket porter wo 
drinking a glaſs with the footman be- 


fore he ſat off, came to the knowledge 


that it concerned Miſs Lawrence, and 
having, at a few years diſtance, been 
vol. 111. D liber⸗ 


— 
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_, Hhberated, by her father's bounty, out 
of the F leet, where he was confined 
ye ee ee Mete 

it his duty, (leaſt bad conſequences 

ſhould enfue) to give it to chat genthe.- 
man, together with the intelligence he 
had received, and leave him to uſe 
his own S er 


The Britiſh merchant, for the ho- 
nor of his country, broke not the ſeal, 
though he took the letter into his poſ- 
ſeſſion, but compelled himſelf to wait 
an explanation of its contents, in the 
conſequential conduct of the writer— — 
. ſaying to himſelf, that ſhould it appear 
his Jeſſy had abandoned him, he ſhould 
only have to die—that he _ re- 
member her no more. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 


SOME VERY EXTRAORDINARY | 3 
CHANCES. | 


AHIS letter never 8 Mar 


65 ' Dickſon s hands, could not be 


anſwered by her, a circumſtance, how- | 


ever, from being unknown to Mr. Jer- 


vais, threw him into ſuch a ſtate of 


defparation, that he determined, let 


what would come; to ſee Mrs. Dick- 


D 2 | ſon 


— 
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ſon, and then bid adieu to England. 
Fired with this reſolution, he knocked 
at Mr. Lawrence's door, and in con- | 

ſequence of a miſtake of the ſervant : 
in the perſon enquired for, was con- 
ducted into the breakfaſt parlour, 
where Miſs Lydia St. John was fitting 
reading the newſpaper. 


She ſtarted as he entered but recol- 

lecting him to be the gentleman ſhe 

5 had ſeen at the play and at the maſ- 
querade—aſked him with great ſweet- 
1 —— ann 
uncle 8 de 


„ 

Mie St. John, cried he, you now be- 
hold an undone man—undone, by ſome 
cConcealed enemy, robbed of his fame 
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and peace and who is therefore come | 
to ſeek Mrs. Dickſon, in order to ex- | 
plain things, and to bid her an ever- 


laſting adieu. 


Lydia was concerned to hear him 


talk thus am not of my mother's 
cabinet council, ſaid ſhe, and there- 
fore, a ſtranger to all that concerns 


the higheſt eſteem. At theſe words 


(che ſound of which reached his ear) 


the parlour.door opened, and in walk- 


ed Mr. Lawrence - but on ſeeing a 


theleſs turned from him) in ſuch cloſe 
_ converſation with his niece, Lydia, re- 


tired with the utmoſt precipitation. 
* was ſhocked, and Jervais con- 


5 $1. founded; 


young fellow (whoſe face was never- 


_ ""_P * ; 


m—_ 


* 
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Dickſon was not to be met with, he 
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founded; what have I done, cried he, 
given my uncle, replied ſhe, (with : 
inexpreſſible emotion) I fear, both an 


- unjuſt and a mean opinion of me. 


Let me, then, cried he, devoted as 


I apparently am, to mortification and 
forrow, let me be the victim of my own 
indiſcretion, and to clear yourſelf from 
blame tell all you know of me. My 
firuation, replied Lydia, is indeed, at 
this period, ſomewhat critical, but 1 
will not deſerve my ill fate, if that 
mould await me, by doing an in thing 
—T believe your motive for com ing to 
this houſe was an innocent one, and 
I would not give it a guilty colouring 
for all the world however, as Mrs. 


went 


Ros - 
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vent away, concluding he had bid a 


final adieu to the family of the F 


rences, but how to reconcile himſelf | 
to the n. he was n. . 
a loſs. v1 
Mr. Lawrence called himſelf, from 
the altogether of what he had ſeen and 
heard, an utterly undone man. The 
| ſweetneſs, ſaid he, of my Jeſly's tem- 
per, and the mildneſs of her couſin 
Lydia, perſuaded me, that whatever 
other misfortune might befall me, they 
would never fail or forſake me, yet 1 
_ at this moment ſurvive the loſs of 
both. They ſhall not, however, ſup- 
poſe, that though they have deceived, 
they have duped me for I will call 
them all into my library, and- prove 
3 2D 4 to 
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to them, how little I deſerved or ex- 
„„ 


J mY the innocent and 1 affe&tionat 
Jeſly flew to receive her father's.com- 
mands, but Lydia reluctantly ap- 
proached, and Mrs. Dickſon alarmed 
at what was going forward, and de- 
claring herſelf a party concerned, had 
the ſatisfaction of being told by Mr. 
Lawrence to follow a young Indies. 


| 22 


Bon, my Anden ad Mr. 1 
rence, endeavouring to be calm, how 
ſhall I tell you the buſineſs I now 
have with you but, drawing the 
letter from his pocket, do you Jeſly, 
ſaid he, know this hand writing? no, 
indeed, papa, replied ſhe, with the 

nn 


chearfulneſs and compoſure of con- 
ſcious innocence; I never ſaw it before 
in my life—Lydia what ſay you, de- 
| manded the merchant—the ſame, fir, 
replied ſhe, as my couſin Jeſſy, for 


this is the firſt time I have ever read it 
—Mrs. Dickſon, added he, turning 
the ſuperſcription towards her — is the | 
hand writing of this ſuperſcription un- 5 


known to you? utterly, cried Dick- 
ſon, as I hope to be believed by you. 
| Very extraordinary this, ſaid Mr. 


Lawrence, for you ſee it is addreſſed - 


to you. I never ſaw it before in my 
whole life, ſaid Dickſon, and I: will, 
ſtake your favour, fir, which 1. value. 


not a little, it will at no time be in 


ren power to Ae my words. 


. 
- 


4 
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So far then, ſaid Mr. Lawrence, all 
is darkneſs, I will not, however break 
the ſeal for intelligence, if any one of 
you, and I beg you will ſpeak candid- 
| by, wiſh me not fo to do. O, dear 
papa, cried Miſs Jefly, pray let me 

read it—excuſe me, my dear, replied 
Mr. Lawrence, Mrs. Dickſon is the 
principal perſon concerned in the buſi- 
neſs, for it is, you ſee, directed to 
her; can you Mrs. Dickſon not recol- 
lect a perſon, likely to write to you, 
whoſe letter you may wiſh me not to 


ſee,for if ſol will give it you unopened, 
notwithſtanding Iam informed 1 it con- 


cerns wy davgh ter. . 


82 1 know,” replied Mrs. 
Dickſon, but of one perſon, and have 
| but 
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but one objection, Where that perſon — 
is concerned. I honor you for your 
candour, replied Mr. Lawrence, and 
reſtore you the letter; no, fir, cried 
Mrs. Dickſon, it is true I am but an 
humble woman, but my generoſity is 
equal to your own; read it therefore, | 
fir, for you will not refuſe to 9 Judge ©: 
_ with eg 545 Az. ö 
91 Wh: 1 
Soha woman, faid Mr. Lock 
rence, fear me not, whatever may be 
wrong in act, I cannot now conceive 
to have been wrong in intention, and 
my good opinion of courſe is for ever 
enſured to you, and ſo faying, he kiſ- 
ſed Miſs Jeſſy, whole innocence 
beamed full in her countenance, and 
put the letter into his pocket. Now: = 
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Lydia, my ftilltenderly beloved Lydia, ; 
ſaid he, your trial muſt commence 
how ardently 1. wiſhed you for my 
daughter, Heaven is my witneſs— but 
if that young fellow has. robbed me of 
Four heart, confide in me,/and my 
ati is ann ever. 5 


"0 _ 


Ah, Fg fir, ſaid Mrs. Dick os, 
3 not your innocent niece by 
ſuſpicions of this kind, for the and 
Mr. Dennis only wait your approving 
voice, to become man and wife; but 
though pliglned to each other by in- 
clination, and by ſolemn vows (of 
which I am- witneſs) that they will ne- 
ver marry any other; they will not, 
(though you yourſelf have encouraged 


them to e and believe what they 
have 


* * AB 0 
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have thus far done will be very agrees 
able to you,) advance TY — 
nn Foun Rs: 167 


* 
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My ever elected S iam amis 
able Lydia, cried Mx. Lawrence; 
embracing her, then I am rich in hap- 
pineſs— two children (no tears my 
| Jefly) for I verily believe, three wor- 
thy children are yet mine, am I not 
therefore a happy father. 


Mrs. Dickſon then begged leave, 
bumbly to _ propoſe, that in order ta 
remove all miſtakes, and under the 
ſtrict ſeal of ſecreſy, ſhe ſhould tell 
all the: particulars ſhe knews 'of that 


* 


young gentleman, who, ſhe ſuppoſed; 4 
had wrote the letter, and was the per- 
| ſon 


2 


0 
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ſon he had ſeen with Niſs Lydia; of 
his family before him, a propofal chat 
was highly approved of, and as ſuch 
conſented to by Mr. Lawrence; and 


kifling his Jeſſy and Lydia, they were 


bid to retire and leave him alane with 
„ 


by 
5 H A P. gl 
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R. ae hiring: BETS 
* Mrs. Dickſon's account of the 
young orator, was much diſpleaſed his 
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was under to him for his kind fervitew 
to his daughter, from his knowledge; 
) ingratitude 1 is a reproach I had hoped, 
faid he, my family would never have 
incurred, but this young man, let 
him be who he may, has juſt reaſon to 
complain of us, and perhaps th this let 
er zs to tell us as much, | My 


It has been obſerved ET many wrt 
ters (and our own experience confirms 
the obſervation) that nothing impreſ- 
ſes our minds in fo favourable a man- 

ner towards another, as a diſcovery, 
that inſtead of our diſlike, they merit 
our 'beſt approbation — accordingly 
Mr. Lawrence having broke the ſeal 
of the letter to Mrs. Dickſon, under 

| the 


| 
l 
N 
| 
| 
| 
5 
| 
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the firm ſion of diſapproving * 
che contents gave him the moſt 


agreeable furpriſe imaginable, and 
friendly diſpoſition towards the writer. 


1 will ſee him, ſaid he, and converſe 


with him, he is ſenſible, and if ſincere, 
liberal minded; and ſo Mrs. Dickſon, 
folding up the letter and returning it 


into his pocket as he ſpoke, my ſiſter, 


has caſt the young fellow off, for no 
worſe fin than beholding my little 
1 eſſy with partial eyes, thaugh he has. 
been ſo noble a fellow, as never to 
profeſs as much, until he could with 
honor conceal i it no longer, Z'Þ 


Mrs. Dickſon. being ſatisfied from 
this ſpeech, that the contents of the 
letter had not injured the writer in 
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Mr. Lawrence's opinion, ſpoke up for 
him in the warmeſt manner, without 
receiving one rebuke or check for her 
pains; ſaying, he ſhould” not be at 
home to dinner, told her he would 
detain her no longer than juſt to men. 
tion, it would oblige him if the took 
no notice of what ha a IEG 
them to any one. 111 3051355 ee 


* 


; 5 in at 
the coffee - houſe, ſtrolled vp to Iſling- 
ton church and back again by the new 
tiver ſide, twice more reading over 
Mr. Jervais's letter — when looking at 
his watch, and perceiving it was near 
five, went and mm his n to 


hear the dabaes, e it 


s © 
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The queſtion he had not thought to 
inform himſelf of, it was, however, at 

ngth) announced, and proved to be 
love w ith a; 800 conſcience Was not 
preferable to ſucceſsful love at the ex- 
Nene f n. and nee A 
our merchant in its diſcuſſion. 171 


A young fellow ſaid, that as ſelf. 
prefervation was the law of nature, 
of human exiſtence, it could not be 
deemed a virtue for a man to give up 
the purſuit of his heart, becauſe a little 
generalſhip might he unavoidable in 
his conduct an opinion authorized 
by the immortal Britiſn bard, where 
8 ; | he 


( 
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fay Jove laughs,” therefore, though 
honor and ſentirnent were very pretty 
things where they could be practiſed 
chearfully, heroes, and lovers had 
a diſpenſation, to diſregard them, and 
having amuſed himſelf and 1 
with a few more gay 

owned himſelf to be. a iſeiple en com- 
mon ſenſe, not old romance, ſet down 


to give place to a ſecond ſpeaker 


whom, as Mr. Lawrence very pro- 


perly concluded, aroſe to confute what 


the firſt had advanced, and his mind 
told him it would be Mr. Jervais. 
On looking towards him, however, 
inſtead of a young fellow, he diſcovers 
ed to be a man about forty or fifty | 

years old, with a pale complexion, 
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and melancholy turn of aſpect— who 
began as follows: Light is the heart, 
and lively the language of him who 
has never known the canker worm, 
the corroding evil of hopeleſs 
love. When the object is amiable, 
love is a noble paſſion, and of courſe 
mould the dear object be unattainable, 
without violating the noble mind's 
diſtinguiſhing perfection, that ſacred 
tie that law of kings honor, his 
deſtiny deſtroys not his intereſt in an 
amiable woman's affections, by any 
diſhonorable attempt to gain her: are 
her relations averſe to his ſuit—is his 
fortune by its inferiority a bar to his 
wiſhes—ſome happy and as unfore- 
ſeen as happy incident may melt 
down their diſpleaſure and obviate 
bus | every 
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every pecuniary objection— whilſt bi 
honor remains untainted—nay his very 
felf-denials, his patient endurance of | 
diſappointment may tell into his ad- 
vantage when he leaſt expects it, but 
if once he ſinks himſelf beneath the 
dignity of a man, be aſſured he will 
fink never to riſe more. Ppt ia 


1 no . prilfinig to 

judge of love but thoſe that feel it—or 
either doubt of, or ridicule the tranſ- 
formations it can produce—for it can 
make the weak ſtrong - the imperious 
humble the unpoliſhed polite, the 
| fearful brave —in a word affect every 
kind of metamorphoſes but that of 

converting a man of honor into a 
knave. At what age, let me aſk you, 
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are we permitted to be villains (in 
other inſtances) with impunity the 
highwayman, though a youth of fif- 
teen, does his life not pay the penalty 
for his conduct? and the man of nine- 
ty, is he exempt from puniſhment ?— 
a great mind ſtruggling with misfor- 
tunes, is deemed a ſight of all others 
che moſt glorious, and ſhall not he there- 
fore, whoſe misfortunes are of no leſs 
magnitude, than the loſs of peace, of 
joy, of hope, and bears up manfully un- 
der them, receive his reward? beſides, 
however, thoſe that are practiſed in 
deceit; that have trod the round of 
high bred i iniquity, until their hearts are 
become callous to every benevolent 
and liberal feeling, however they may 
be capable of plunging a dagger into a 
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fond father or mother's heart; "by rob "I 
bing chem of a'-darling ebild, and | 
laughing at che ils they have done; : 
it is not the ſin of youth thus to for- 
feit their pretenſions to humanity but 


I will treſpaſs no longer on my audi- 
ence, with a ſubject I cannot enliven; 
we all have our peculiar feature f 
ambition; and ] verily think that my 
ambition, was I a lover, would be, 
to conquor the prejudices of him f 
ſought to call father; and would pre- 
fer his taking me kindly by the hand, 
to ee an ee n 5 

A ck now wie and a bepn 
with great pleaſantry to rally the laſt 
ſpeaker, who withdrew and left him 
_ maſter of the field; Mr. Lawrence, 
whoſe 
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whoſe curioſity was e exc, 
followed to the drefl 4 
be had no ſooner eue off ks wig 
and coat, than a ſhout was heard on 
che out ſide of the door, which the 
poor merchant had but barely reached 
before he fainted away. He is dead, 
cried ſeveral voices at once; who is | 


he, demanded ſome—the great Mr. 


a man that was an accidental ſpectator 
of what had happened, and. one of the [ 
Ons. 


Mr. e jumped almoſt over 
the heads of the people, to give all 
the affiſtance he was able, to the fa- 
ther of his beloved Jeſſy — having 
ſome little genius for ſurgery, and 
nel well 
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well convinced of its uſefulneſs to 
many individuals in caſes of ſudden at- 


_ racks or unforeſeen” accidents, always 
carried a ſer of ſmall inſtruments 
about him, he therefore bared the 
merchant's arm in an inſtant, and had 


the joy of ſeeing him breathe, nay, 


open his eyes before the ſurgeon that 


was ſent for arrived, then preſenting 


him a cordial he had called for and 


obtained, he ſtood | beholding him 
wich delight. as Y F 2, 


3 4 


Who are you, fir, faid Mr. Law 


rence; a young fellow of fortune, re- 
plied the maſter of the houſe, who 

frequently reſorts here; and was it you, 
young gentleman that ſaved my life? 


Jervais bowed, yes, then replied all ; 


vox. III. E Pfreſent, 
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preſent, in all- probability it was, for 
the circulation was quite ſtopped, un- 
til the vein in your arm was opened by 
him. I am too much indiſpoſed, fir, 
ſaid Mr. Lawrence, to thank you now, 
as I ought - your name, if you pleaſe 
for we muſt meet again. His name 
Is Jervais, replied one that ſtood by 
the chair in which the merchant was 
ſeated, and his father was a captain. 


Call upon me, young gentleman, 
to morrow morning, ſaid he to Jer- 
vais, every one here can tell you my 
name, I ſhall be exceedingly glad to 
ſee you. Mr. Jervais bowed a ſecond 
time your word of honor, fir, ſaid 
Mr. Lawrence—that you will not di 
ee 1 ten o'clock if you 
leaſe 


1 
* * 
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pleaſe—Mr. Jervais faid he would 
certainly wait upon him. A chair 
was ſent for to carry him home, but he 
declared himſelf able to walk. Might 
1 preſume, fir, ſaid Mr. Jervais—it 
will be beſt, after bleeding, for you to 
guard againſt taking cold—you re- 
' commend the chair then, do you, ſaid 
the merchant—if ſo, I will oblige you, | 
for really, to ſpeak the truth, you are 
intitled to a fee—and you ſhall put 
me into it but ſtay my young fir, I 
recolle& I can leave a memorandum 
with you, that Dennis Lawrence 
knows how to be grateful-—wear this 
ring for my ſake, and remember you 
receive it from a man you have taught 
to eſteem you — then bidding him 
good bye, he ſlepped into the chair, | 
E2ͤ which 


PP 
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mhich Mr. Jervais followed at ſome , 
little diſtance, until he ſaw him not 
only ſat down at his own door, but get 
out of the chair, and walk into the 
houſe. 


Jervais was for ſome moments 
| wrapped in wonder —he looked at the 
ring—it was a diamond one, put up- 
on his finger by the father of Mifs 
Lawrence—who bid him remember, 
tt he received it from one he had taught 
to eſteem him words that ſo out 
did the gift—that if it had not been 
for the perplexity he was under, how to 
manage it with the reſt of the family, 
he would have thought himſelf the 
happieſt of human beings, 
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Mr. Lawrence called for his chil- 
dren, and told them what had hap- | 
pened, but mentioned not the place 
where, and ſo my good girls, ſaid he, 
you muſt prepare yourſelves to be very 
civil to the young gentleman who 3 
took great pains, it ſeems, to fave my | 
life. * 


Mrs. St. John being informed of 
what had happened, would be convey- 
ed down ſtairs to congratulate her 
brother on his ſafe return home, and 
declared no one in the univerſe would 
be a more welcome gueſt to her (ſe- 
cretly promiſing herſelf a new lover) 
than the perſon to whom they were 
all under ſuch an nn . 
ſaid 
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Mr. Lawrence, do you know, liſter, 
I have had it this afternoon told to me, 
that we have all of us great obliga« 
tions to a young fellow alſo, for be- 
having gallantly to Jeſſy at the mal- 
„ =" 


Yes, faid Mrs. St. John, facering- 
ly, and I think I can gueſs who told 
you; Mrs. Dickſon is grown very 
buſy of late in this family, and would 
therefore do well to return from whence 
ſhe came. Mrs. Dickſon, cried the 
merchant, what a wild idea—if we are 
obliged to any one it is our duty to 


8 make them amends, and for my part 1 


know not wherefore you ſhould wiſh 
to keepan accident a ſecret, that might 
have happened to the wiſeſt, or an act 
TE of 
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of kindneſs that ought not to have 
_ paſſed unrewarded—he ſhould have 
been introduced to me. 


We are alone; brother, and I re- 
joice, replied Mrs. St. John, we are 
fo; you ſhall therefore underſtand the 
reaſon—I found him worthleſs, fir— 
1 found him a mere fortune- hunter, 
and to fill up his demerits, that he 


actually formed n to obtain n | i 


2 | 


3 Theſe were great diſcoveries indeed, 
faid Mr. Lawrence 3 bur ſtill, ſiſter, 

his want of worth could not releaſe us 
from our ties; if he was fortuneleſs, he 
{tood the more in need of our genero- © 

ſity; but we won't diſagree, I ſhall 
| „ therefore 
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therefore only add, that you ſhould, 
indeed you ſhould have made me 
acquainted with all theſe things. 


Mrs. St. John was reconveyed up 
ſtairs, but with very different feelings 
to thoſe with which ſhe had been 
brought down; for 1 in three words ſhe 
wiſhed it had fo fell out that the offici- 


ous ſtranger had been abſent at the 


critical moment which was fuppoſed 
to have preſerved her brother's life, 
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MR; JERVAIS's VISIT. TO MR, LAWRENCE. 


IN DER much anxiety and per- 
turbatiom did Mr. Jervais (at 
the appointed time) approach Mr. 
Lawrence's door. His dreſs was plain 
but elegant; he aſked with much con- 
fuſion, if Mr. Lawrence, ſenior, was at: 5 

home, and the ſervant, (as previouſſy 

ordered) conducted him immediately 
into the library, where he found the 
old gentleman waiting his arrival. 
A OD You: 
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You breakfaſt with me, ſaid the 
merchant; I have ordered our choco- 
late to be brought us, for I much wiſh 
to have ſome private converſation 
with you; Mr. Jervais felt his ſpirits 
revive; of what county, ſaid Mr. 
Lawrence, young gentleman, are you? 
Buckingham, replied Mr. Jervais— 
was you born there, ſaid the mer- 
chant; I underſtand ſo, replied Mr. 
Jervais, but it is a queſtion I don't re- 
collect I ever aſked in my life. Then, 
ſaid the merchant, you have no landed 
property not any, replied Mr. Jervais 
l have fifteen: thouſand pounds in 
the funds, - and have hitherto been 
content with its ſlender. produce— 


though, I own, the mercantile walk 
of life (if I knew how to. ſtart myſelf 


m 
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in it) would be very agreeable to me. 
You have friends, perhaps, to con- 
ſult on the occaſion, ſaid Mr. Law- 
rence a father a mother, perhaps— 
I am not ſo happy, returned the young 
gentleman, to have either the one or 
other living; but you remember them 
well, cried Mr. Lawrence, eagerly; my 
father, ſir, I do, but my mother died 
when. 1 was quite an infant, Good 
God, cried Mr. Lawrence, how near 
ſome circumſtances come to, and how 
diſtant others run from my wiſhes. 


The chocolate was now brought in: 
1 haye a ſon, ſaid: Mr. Lawrence, that, 
by his own choice, ſucceeds me in my 
compting-houſe; you ſhall make ac- 
quaintance, and if on, that acquaint-. 
0 E 6 ange. 
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ance, your ſpirit of mercantile enter. 
priſe remains unextinguiſhed, ' you: 
wall have my voice and intereſt (if 
agreeable to you both) for you to be- 
come a party concerned will ring 
for him if you pleaſe; 1 


O. fir, faid Mr. Jervais,. in this 
moment of pleaſure, I am obliged to 
confeſs myſelf one of the moſt unfor- 
tunate of men—you will ' withdraw all 
your regard for me when you know. 
know what, aid Mr. Lawrence, 
camly— that I have offended your 
ſiſter, unpardonably offended her. Set 
your heart at reſt; ſaid the merehant, 
for I know the whole affair already; 
knew it before you ſaved my life, and 
28 it loſt you not my eſteem then, I 
n . think 
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Alu you need not apprehend loſing ĩit 
now; yo are ſurpriſed, but only be 
ſincere, and you ſhall have no reaſon: 
to repent—this letter, ſir, (ſhewing it). 
to Mrs. Dickſon—are you not the 
writer of it? 1 am, ſir, ſaid Jervais, 
could Mrs. Dickſon betray me! wrong 
her not by an idea of the kind—much: 
has the good woman faid in your com- 
mendation and favour; however, fir,, 
your actions pleed more powerfully 
for you than all the reſt, nor will you. 
find us a family of ingrates my - 
daughter owes you greater obligations 
than myſelf—and'T, on her account, 
far greater than even having ſaved my 
life—ſo-be perfectly at your eaſe—my- 
houſe ſhall be, your home, my friend- 


| ſhip (if you can confer, ſuch): your: 
reward 
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reward—nor ſhall my Jeſſy fail to 
ſpeak her gratitude to her deliverer. | 


Mrs. Dickſon now tapped at the 
door, and was found, by Mr. Law- 
| rence, in tears of. the deepeſt dil- 
treſs; I am forbid to take my leave of 
you, ſir, but I came not to complain; 
I came only to thank you for all fa- 
yours, and to with you well. But 
we ſhall not part fo. eaſily, ſaid the 
merchant, my family, madam, can- 
not ſpare you; if my ſiſter can do 
without you, then I entreat you will 
give my, Jeſly your company; and be- 
- fides, walk. in if you pleaſe and ſee the 
gentleman that faved my life. 


Mrs. Dickſon did as ſhe was bid 
but what words can paint. her aſtopiſh- 
| | ment. 


— 
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ment—Mr. Jervais! was Mr. Jervais 
the man that had ſaved Mr. Law- 
rence's life? then would all (ſhe was 
certain) come about right at laſt. Has 
Miſs Jeſſy ſeen you, ſir, ſaid ſhe, Miſe 
Lydia, and Mr. Dennis your kincers: 
ens. 


Mr. Lawrence again rang the bell, 
I want my ſon, | Dennis, ſaid he, and. 
pray, Mrs. Dickſon be ſeated— poor 
Dickſon, ſaid he, and ſo the reward 
of all your kind ſervices is to be pack- 
eld out of my houſe (that is the beſt of 
it) without either my knowledge or 
concurrence. Mr. Dennis Lawrence 
entered the library — 1 have ſent for 
you, Dennis, to ſhew you the gentle-. 
man who ſaved my life, and behold. 
he is an old acquaintance—Mr. Jer- 


* 


83: FAMILY PAR” 


1. 


to kts — I rejoice, | Gr; © ſaid 


Mr. Dennis, my father is ſenſible of 
your merit may we henceforth be 


inſeparable; why, Dennis, cried Mr. 


Lawrence, that is juſt what I have 
been ſaying—the young gentleman, it 
ſeems, has fifteen thouſand pounds he 


does not know what to do with, and 


if 


with us. 
| The 16 . 8 14 I . , 
| ü 1 
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wiſhes to turn merchant; then what 
| prevents your being brother merchants 
—nothing,. fir, replied Denais, if you 
permit us ſo to be, except Mr. Jervais's 
diſinclination—1 difincline, cried Mr. 
18— that is very likely, indeed 
ſo your hand, ſir, if you are ſerious, 
and done and done ſhall be: the e 
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4 dare not truſt you, Mrs. Dickſon, | 
faid Mr. Lawrence, or you ſhould 
bring Lydia and Jeſſy to us, methinks 
I am but half happy until they parti- 
cipate my happineſs.. I will be true 
to you, cried Dickſon, no, no, re- 
plied the merchant, tis better not to 
put things to the hazard; he again 
rang the bell, and deſired to — 
with his daughter. 


i Jervais was ſo affected, that 
Mrs. St. John's ſalts would have now 

been of much ſervice to him. What 

is the matter, ſaid Mr. Lawrence, 


having ſeen the father—are you ſuch 

a coward as to be afraid of ſeeing the 
daughter. Miſs Jeſſy inſtantly ap- 
peared=my dear fir, ſaid ſhe, but 
ſeeing. 
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ſeeing Mr. Jervais ſtopped - bluſhed, 
and was much confuſed. 


Behold, my love, ſaid Mr. Law- 
rence, the gentleman you have under 
Providence to thank that you have 
ſtill a father. Juſt Heaven, cried ſhe, 
lifting up her hands and eyes] have 
not fit words, fir, my heart is too full 
my father my father muſt thank you 
for us beth. But your father, Miſs 
Jeſſy, ſaid the merchant, (in the 
| kindeſt manner imaginable) will do 
no ſach thing-—ler every one anſwer 
for themſelves is his motto, ſo heſi- 
tate not to ſpeak all that your generous 
mind ſuggeſts on this occaſion, for 
the murder concerning the maſque- 
rade is all out, and you have nothing 
to 
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to fear. Then am I free indeed, nd 5 


will tell you, ſir — that to find you 
brought to the knowledge of my fa- 
ther, gives me the utmoſt pleaſure— 
for he not only can, but will, do every 
thing in his power to reward you. j 
Good girl, good girl, ſaid Mr. 
Lawrence, and now let us, having cal> 
led one more witneſs. into court, ſeat 
ourſelves and talk over the conduct 


we ought to purſue, Miſs Lydia 
being told ſhe was wanted in the libra- 
ry—conceived the buſineſs—it is, ſaid 
ſhe, to ſee my uncle's new friend, 
and the friend of the whole family | 
with what joy do I attend him. 


+ 
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Mr. Jervais, exclaimed ſhe, on 

beholding Mr. 1 ervais, 1 congra- 
tulate you Gncerely, fir, upon your 
4 fortune, for to have preſerved 
the life of my uncle (I mean from his 
own worthineſs of character) muſt, to 
a mind like yours, be an infinite plea- 
ſure. Very well Miſs Lydia, ſaid 
Mr. Lawrence, but it is no buſineſs 
of mine, if Dennis is ſatisfied with 
your intimate acquaintance with this 
gentleman's turn of mind, I hope his 
ſatisfaction ariſes from knowing you 
came honeſtly by it no reply, how- 
ever, but to council muſt be _ word 
1 us all. 


M7 alter his OY me cada that 


TI ſhall ever remember with gratitude; 
Lydia 
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Lydia and Jeſſy, 1 owe the cultivation 
of your talents to her kindneſs and 
care, until ſhe enabled you to conſti- 
tute the happineſs of my family, I 


found her all I could aſk, as a com- 985 


panion, a friend, a ſiſter - far be it, 

therefore, from me, to oppoſe her 

foibles to her virtues—ſhe is intitled 

to enjoy a genteel proviſion at my 

hands, and ſhe ſhall this day know 1 

am incapable of * her Juſt 
claims. 

We will, therefore, in all our pro- 
ceedings, (whilſt we are making our- 
ſelves happy) endeavour to give her 
as little pain as poſſible — to which 
end my good Mrs. Dickſon I will beg 
of you to ſpend ſome hours abroad, 

| | that 
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that I may, in a prepared way inform 
her, I have aſked, and obtained your 
conſent to reſide with my children, ſo 
long as that reſidence promotes your 
mutual happineſs—and as a favour to 
me, intreat you will forget the little 
jarring that has paſſed; at leaſt do not 
let the remembrance of it be viſible 
in your behaviour and ſo much for | 
our Mrs. Dickſon. For you, fir, 
turning to Mr. Jervais I think I can 
anſwer, that in addition to the kind- 
neſs you have already done me and 
mine, you will chearfully fubmit the 
mode of your introduction to my ſiſter 

to my regulation and wiſhes, for Mrs. 
St. John is the fiſter of Mr. Lawrence, 
the aunt, and he ſtopped and changed 
- countenance, has ated a maternal part 

5 by 
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by that Mr. Lawrence's daughter, it 
would ill, therefore, accord with what 
I perſuade myſelf are your liberal ſen- 
timents, not, if poſſible, to be upon 
a good footing with her; I fee I miſ- 
take you not, and thus all my cares 
are over; Mr. and Mrs. Redman 
Lawrence may viſit here whenever they 
pleaſe, but my houſe ſhall be inhabit- 
ed alone by my friends and children; 
and O, young gentleman, I will now 
tell you what cauſed the diſorder into 
which I was thrown, at the DEBATING 
cLuB. I had once a dear and worthy 
friend, whoſe ſon was to have been 
(her heart conſenting thereto) my Jeſ- 
ſy's huſband—the grave, I believe, 
deprived me of them both, but as I 
never could obtain certain accounts of 
tie 
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the child's death, and your face i is the 

perfect picture of his moſt beloved 
father the ſudden view I received of 
it, on your throwing aſide your large 
wig, I need not mention, almoſt coſt. 
me my life. | 


A A pauſe and a profound ſilence en- 

ſued; but you, fir, I have had the 
diſappointment to diſcover, are not 
the youth for whom my fond hopes 
miſtook you—your name 1s Jervals, 
Permit me, ſaid the young gentleman, 
before we proceed farther, to ſet you 
right in that particular—Jervais is 
indeed my name, but my chriſtian 
name only, which, in my connexion 
at the DEBATING CLUB, I thought 
it ſufficient to be diſtinguiſhed by; 
8 „ my 
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my family name is Johnſon, and my 
father (would he had proved the friend 
you lament) was captain of a man of | 


. 


Having thus, ſaid Mr. Lawrence, 
ſuppreſſing a ſigh, brought ourſelves 
toa proper underſtanding, we will ſe-. 
parate—Dennis ſhall dine with Mr. 
Jervais Johnſon, at the Grecian Cof- 
fee-Houſe - Mrs. Dickſon, wherever 
ſhe pleaſes in the little excurſion I 
with her to take, and I with my family. 
My children, looking tenderly- at 
Lydia and Jeſſy, will withdraw and 
leave me and my ſiſter together, and 
a ſhort account of the matter, will, I 
flatter myſelf, reconcile her to my re- 
ſolutions but remember, no change 
can take place in me or my appoint- 

VOL, III. F ments, 
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ments, ſhould ſhe prove ever ſo un- 
Propitious—I muſt do my duty, and 
content myſelf with having done my 
beſt to engage others to do the ſame, 
whether I am ſucceſsful or not. 


They all aroſe—I ſhall join you, 
Dennis, added he, and your friend in 
the evening, ſo, ſhould you be inclined 
to take an afternoon's ſtroll, take no- 
tice that is to be our place of rendez- 
vous, and Mrs. Dickſon, as travel- 
ling about our great city may be ex- 
penſive, take this purſe, (drawing a 
pretty heavy one from his ſide pocket) 
will {erye to do the needful — ſo for the 
preſent farewell; and, for the better car- 


3 ing on of our honeſt, though deep 
laid 
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laid deſigns, let us retreat without 
beat of drum in other words, as pri- 


vately as poſlible, 


CHAP. VI. 


A MOST CRUEL DISAPPOINTMENT AND | 


ITS CONSEQUENCES. 


preſſed to know whether the phyſician 


who attended her at the Orange Cof- 
fee-Houſe, was a ſingle or a married 
gentleman, in order to pleaſe her, in 


caſe 4 ſhould be reinſtated in her 
F 2 good 


7 


RS. Dickſon recolleQing the 
deſire Mrs. St. John had ex- 


bs 
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good graces, bent her courſe to the 
weſt end of the town, and as no other 
means occurred, very fairly walked in | 
and aſked the direct queſtion of the 
waiter, whom ſhe knew to be the 
ſame that attended the FAMILY PARTY, 1 
when their diſtreſs drove them to take 

ſhelter there. 


The waiter launched out in the 
gentleman's praiſes, nor were his per- 
ſonal merits left out of the catalogue, 
for it being the coffee-houſe chiefly 
frequented by him, both his ſpirit and 
an eye to his intereſt, had made him 
very decently generous. to thoſe who 
ſerved him. He lives but a ſhort 
way off, ſaid the walter, is in great 
practice, and was married to a rich 

widow, 
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widow, three days ago, with whom 
he became acquainted only a few 
weeks before at Bath. 


N This Was ſufficient Mrs. Dickſon _ 
finiſhed her glaſs of capillaire and 
water, laid down a ſhilling and wiſhed 
him a good morning. How lucky it 
is, ſaid ſhe to herſelf, as ſhe walked 
into the park; that Mrs. St. John is a 
lady whoſe heart does not ſuffer on 
theſe occaſions; he certainly was a 
fine man, and one widow, (when a 
| gentleman is on the look out, as 1 
ſuppoſe was the caſe here) if well pro- 
vided for, would have been the ſame 
to him as another; the preſent doctor 
will, however, be the better for it, 
and I dare believe that rapid will be 

"Ml 3 the 
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the 3 of the match, when Mrs. 
St. John has had her this day's con- 
verſation with her brother, and thus 
ended her whole reflections upon the 
matter; for, meeting an acquaintance 
who lived in Weſtminſter, and inſiſt- 
ed upon taking her home to dinner 
with her, ſhe had not leiſure to re- 
member it more. 


Mrs. st. John, though quite un- 
prepared by the natural mildneſs and 
ſubmiſſion of Mrs. Dickſon's temper, 
for the news ſhe was to hear of her 
appeal, or at leaſt farewell viſit to her 
brother; ſoon began to repent the 
length to which ſne had carried things 
between them; ſtie was ſo convenient 
pl * cried ſhe, and ſo ſafe a com- 


panion, 
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panion, ſo ready to execute my com- 
mands, and fo happy to ſee me happy, 
that I was ſurely bewitched to drive 
her from me, and wlrat have I gained 
by it—but a- ſolitary exiſtence — like 
ſovereigns, who, though ſurrounded 
by attendants, know not che felicity of 


enjoying a friend. She was unlettered, . 


it is true, but ſhe had a good natural 
underſtanding, and had fo caught my 
manner, and my language was ſo fa- 
miliar to her, that ſhe was to me a 
kind of ſecond ſelf, and for this irre- 


parable loſs am I indebted to the great 


Mr. Jervais; be it ſo, as a full ſet off 
for all the obligations I owe him—the 
blow he gave me is revenged and 1 
am ſatisfied, for he will never, now his 
friend Dickſon is Sone, recover the 

1 14 height 


«>. 
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height from which he is fallen, or be 
able to bring his ee to my 
brother's ear. 


At this moment the dutter was 
announced, and entered the dreſling- 
room; in your dreſſing· room, ma- 
dam, ſaid he, on being admitted — 
you muſt not deny me the pleaſure of 
| congratulating you on your emerg- 
ing from your ſick chamber, and ac- 
cordingly the Iady was ſaluted by him. 
I wiſh to my ſoul, cried ſhe, (mental- 
ly) this man was half as handſome as 
_ the gentleman that attended me on my 
illneſs, from that vile maſquerade. 


Mrs. St. John did all ſhe could to 
appear very modeſt and very maiden- 


. 12 ad | 
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ly on the occaſion — but though ſhe 
could ſmile and weep at will, bluſhes 
were not to be had by her at the word 7 


of command. 


The doctor was a man of fortitude 
and reſolution, he therefore ſeized 
this opportunity to tell the lady, that 
in return for his having cured her, it 
remained to be proved, whether ſhe 
had not killed him a proof that de- 
pended ſolely on her approbation or 
diſapprobation of his humble ſuit 
which was no other than that he might 
viſit her as a lover when his viſits as a 
phyſician ceaſed to be neceſſary—the 
word ceaſed, being a modeſt hint,' that 
in the mean time his tees need not be 
diſcontinued; and thus far for the 


3 doctor's 
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doctor's reſolution—of his fortitude 
we ſhall only ſay, that it was fo great 
as to have ſecured him from every 
danger of falling a victim to her cruel- 
tj; in caſe a cruel ſentence had awaited 
him. 556 1 8 8 


Mrs. St. John was aſtoniſhed, ſhe 
faid, at fo early an application, and 
begged he would, for ſome time at 
leaſt, viſit her as a friend before he 
ſought further to mention the name 
of lover. Lucifer, he ſaid, was not 
abaſhed when rebuked by an angel, 
and ſo ſoft was the rebuke this lady 
gave him, he turning out to be the 
very devil ſhe had danced with at the 
maſquerade, that he begged he might 
avail himſelf of the character under 

3 which 
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which ſhe had firſt known TRE and 


conclude himſelf an accepted, ſince he 
was not a rejected, lover then taking 
a haſty leave, to prevent all reply, 
he ſlid off, aſcended his chariot and 
was out of ſight in a moment. 


Dickſon, the driven out Dickſon, 
was now more than ever regretted 


by Mrs. St. John, a declaration of 


love, with no one to communicate it 
to, loſt its moſt poignant delight, and 
there was no one on earth ſhe could 
venture to make the friend of her ſoul 
in Dickſon's ſtead; ſhe was, however, 
obliged to dreſs, having ſent her bro- 
ther word, in anſwer to his kind en- 


5 


quiries after her health, that ſhe in- 


tended to dine with him, in the uſual 


Fa family 


— 
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family way, and in this frame of mind 
did ſhe take her ſeat at the dinner 

| table. T - 


Mr. Lawrence received her with 
great good humour, we afe but a 
ſmall party, ſaid he, but it will be 
our own faults if we are not a happy 
one. Dennis has not eloped, I hope, 
cried the lady, ſmiling; no, madam, 
replied Mr. Lawrence, Dennis is my 
child, and will live for me, Mr. Red- 
man Lawrence, a fine gentleman, that 
chuſes to live for himſelf; and as ſuch 
1 ſhall ever conſider him. 


| The young ladies (as by agree- 
ment) withdrew when they had drank 
their glaſs of wine, and left the bro- 
| ther 
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ther and "ſiſter to what they hoped 
would prove a happy ee 4 tete. You 
and I ſiſter, ſaid the merchant, have 
ſpent many comfortable years together 
—ſo many indeed that I reproach 
myſelf for not having yet made you 
miſtreſs of what you have ſo Juſt a 
claim to- independence. 


Mr. Redman Lawrence and his 
lady, by the expectations, I ſuppoſe, 
they will entertain of drawing upon my 
purſe, to ſupply the dificiencies of 
their own, for living agreeable to ton, 
have awakened me from my inatten- 
tion, and I, in the firſt place, beg 
leave to inform you, that my lawyer 
bas received inſtructions from me, for 
preſenting us a deed, that will ſecure 
you 
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you (to all intents and purpoſes for 
your life) five hundred pounds per an- 
num; nor is this all, ſiſter, for when. 
ever the time arrives that you wiſh to 
have a houſe of your own, I will pro- 
vide you one, furniſhed ſuitable to a 
gentlewoman's accommodation, toge- 
ther with a coach and pair to be kept 


for you at my expence. 


Mrs. St. John felt, if not all the 
merit, all the conſequence, of her 
brother's generoſity ; you over-rate my 
krvices, brother, ſaid ſhe, if I have 
not enjoyed a fixed ſtipend, your pre- 
ſents have been ſuch, (not to mention 
my children's education and proviſion) 
as to leave me no wiſh unaccompliſh- 
Fry x. 
Well, 
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Well, ſiſter, as I am determined 
never more to diſpute a point with you, | 
the matter ſhall ſtand as you pleaſe in 
: your opinion—Mrs. Dickſon (the la- 
dy's eyes began to ſparkle with diſ- 
pleaſure) had deſired, I find, to leave 
us, but I have a reſpect for the woman, 
and as ſhe has no family to ſet up her 
reſt amongſt, and has been ſo long 
accuſtomed to conſider herſelf a mem- 
ber of ours, is far from young, and 


moreover can ſtill be uſeful to us, I 


have made it my requeſt to her to 
continue with us, and I cannot ſuppoſe _ 
but I have done what will be perfectly 
agreeable to you. Is ſhe, in the houſe, 


then fir? demanded the lady; no, repli- 
ed Mr. Lawrence, ſhe is gone to make 
a viſit to the other end of the town, 

b d 
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| but returns in the evening; Mrs. St, 
John (ſo there was one point very 
eaſily gained) profeſſed herſelf pleaſed 
with the news; and now, ſiſter, faid 
the merchant, there 1s but one thing 
more that ſtands between me and hap- 
pineſs, and that is in your er. to 


grant me. 


After aur you have done for me 
and mine, ſaid the lady, can you 
doubt my concurrence with any thing 
. fo intereſtedly connected, as to be eſſen- 
tial to your felicity. Then hear me, 
ſaid the merchant - that I was ſnatch- 
ed from the very arms of death by an 
agreeable ſtranger you are already 


well informed, and knowing what you 


know of my diſpoſition, would not 
have 


FAMILY PARTY. in 
have wondered, had even our FAMILY. 
PaRTY not been broke up, that my 
arms, and conſequently my doors N 
would be open to him but judge of 

my ſurpriſe, on urging him to give 
me an opportunity of preſenting him 
to my ſiſter and children, when he 
told me that he was under ſo unfortu- 

nate a predicament as to be forbid to 
appear before you] aſk no queſtions 
reſpecting the cauſe of your diſplea- 
ſure — but will only aſſure you, that if 
you can forgive him, and receive him 
as the friend of your brother will 
be his ſecurity, he ſhall never more | 
diſoblige you; need I now add that 


S % 


Mr, J. ervais is the man, 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. St. John was mortified tex 
tremely, but having more of the cour- 
tier than of the cit in her compoſition, 
immediately ſaid ſhe would not pay 
him ſo ill a compliment as to bring 
her reſentments in competition with 
his wiſhes, therefore his 3 ſhould 
be her's. 


—_— 


The merchant was ſo delighted with 
his ſucceſs that he drank a couple of 
glaſſes more than his uſual cuſtom; 
had Jeſſy and Lydia called in to ſing | 
and play to him; until recollecting 


his engagement at the Grecian, he 


took leave of his ſiſter; telling her, 
if he had only made her as comfort- 
able in her feelings as ſhe had render- 
ed him —ſhe need not envy any wo- 
man in the whole kingdom. 
CHAP. 


4 
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CHAP, VIIL 


FEMALE, OR RATHER POLITE, 


HE 8 gas Mrs. Dick. 
ſon home, according to engage- - 

ment, and though ſhe had ſome dif- 

ficulty to conſtrain herſelf, ſhe went 

up to Mrs. St. John' s dreſſing-room, 


as uſual, who received her with ſmiles, 
| | and 


. 


\ 
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and all paſt grievances were inſtantly 
forgotten. I have a piece of news for 
you, madam, at length, ſaid Dick- 
ſon; the handſome phyſician, whoſe | 
name is Freemantle, is a married gen- 
tleman. Then is it decided, Dick- 
ſon, ſaid the lady, for J have news for 
you alſo; Doctor Pimento has ſolicit- 
ed my hand, in plain unequivocal 
terms; and fince the handſome phyſi- 
cian js unobtainable, I believe I muſt 
not be cruel to his, however unhand- 
ſome, brother of the faculty. 


I proteſt, ſaid Mrs. Dickſon, if 1 
was a lady, a handſome man is the 
laſt man I would marry, and for why, 
that it would mortiſy me to be ſo ill 


matched, as to have" diſagreeable com- 
| , pariſons 
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pariſons drawn between me and my 
huſband, by all that might behold us. 
There is more good ſenſe than gene- 


roſity, Dickſon, | replied the lady, in 


your declaration; though I own'to  _ 
you, I ſhould not feel myſelf ambiti- = 
ous of appearing a fright when oppoſ- 
ed to my huſband's beauty; Mr. Fre-„  # 
mantle, it 1s true, 1s a very fine man, 


and I (perhaps not exactly what [ 4 
have been) yet I think I ſhould have 
had the courage to have taken -the 


chances with him, for the good, or 


unfavourable opinion of the public. I, 


however, recollect, that all was not 


quite ſo correct as it ought to have : 


been, knowing himſelf a married man, 


Dickſon, to let me perceive he was 


fo ſtruck by a certain acquaintance of 


yours. 
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yours. Dickſon, whether from ma. 
licious pleaſure, or ill habit ſhe had 
got of ſpeaking all ſhe knew, at theſe 
words, could no longer contain her- 
ſelf, but cried, let not the man ſuffer, 
in your opinion, from any blundering 
repreſentation of mine, for the truth 


bs, he has become a bridegroom with- 


in theſe three days. 


Mrs. St. John was unſpeakably 
chagrined by this-information—theſe 
| three days—and have I loſt him by only 
three days enquiring after him, poor 
Freemantle, how I pity you—but pray, 
Dickſon, added ſhe, after a pauſe, 
what dowdy has the handſome diſap- 
pointed one joined himſelf to. I know 
nothing, cried Dickſon, of the wo- 
man's-perſon, but am told her purſe is 
well 
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well lined, and that, no doubt, was 
his principal object. Too probably, 
Dickſon, replied the lady, it is not 
every woman that is a Mrs. St. John, 
(affecting a laugh) and therefore if we 
cannot poſſeſs ourſelves of perſonal, 
ve muſt be content with golden per- 
fection but come now, be honeſt, 
Dickſon, what put the fancy of en- | 
quiring after poor Freemantle, at this 
time, into your head. Your. own. 
profeſſed deſire, madam, anſwered | 
Dickſon, and, the apparent attention 


his ſucceſſor pays you, and ſo happen- 
ing to paſs that way, I took the trouble 
to learn what I have related. Poor 
Freemantle— and happy Pimento, it 
ſeems, cried Mrs. Dickſon— well, I 
hope, madam, you will preſent me 


- fortune, l 
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with a pair of gloves and favour on 
the occaſion—not ſo faſt, Dickſon, 
faid the lady, I beſeech you, not ſo 
faſt, we have much ground to go over 
before that day arrives—but could 
you have ſuppoſed it—my brother 
tells me, and I have not yet recovered 
my aſtoniſhment, that the Debator, 
Jervais, is the perſon that it is ima- 
gined ſaved his life; and therefore, 
will be our frequent (I think he ſaid) 
viſitor—ſo after all my care and cir- 
cumſpection, and confinement of my- 
ſelf to a FAMILY PARTY for his daugh- 
ter's ſake—it is poſſible it will be now 
put into train, by his own abſurd act 
and deed, for Miſs Jeſſy to follow her 
couſin Olivia's example, and make a | 
Gretna- Green diſpoſition of herſelf and 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. Dickſon ſaid ſhe hoped not 
Miſs Jeſſy did not appear to have f 
much of the run- away ſpirit about 
her, but that in truth there was no 
truſting to appearances now-a- days. 


In the evening Mr. Lawrence, con- 


traryto expectation, came home to ſup- 
per, and ſent his fiſter word, he ſhould 


be glad of her company—is the lan- 
guiſhing fellow there too, ſaid the 
lady to Mrs. Dickſon—I believe ſo, 
madam, replied Dickſon, if you mean 
Mr. Jervais; tell my brother I am in- 
dippoſed— but no, I muſt ſee him 
and the ſooner it is over the better 
ſo ſay I ſhall come down. Mr. Jer- 
vais, under every ſupport and encou- 
ragement he enjoyed, ſhrunk for a mo- 

ok, 1. ment 


— 
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ment into himſelf, on Mrs. St. John's 
Joining them - but perceiving the lady 
was perfectly at her eaſe, and if he 
had any ſkill in tranſlating looks, diſ- 
piſed all the reſt of the company as 
well as himſelf-—he by degrees be- 
came collected and paſſed a moſt en- 
chanting evening for Miſs Jeſſy, by 
her father's command, ſung two or 
three ſongs, and Lydia's performances 
contributed not a little to enliyen the 


The next morning brought doctor 


\  Pimento to Mrs. St, John's toilet— 


he was a very ardent lover, hut at the 


| ſame time did not forget that love was 
too ſublime food for earth- born beings 
do ſubſiſt upon—he therefore delicate- 
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ly preſſed the lady to ſpeak what: her 
poſſeſſions were, and being unſucceil- 
ful, had recourſe to Mrs. Dickſon, when 
accompanying him out (as to their 


common friend) for information, when 
Mrs. Dickſon abruptly replying, Mrs. 
St. John would be, whatever fortune 
her brother was pleaſed to make her; 
the doctor indiſeribably creſt fallen, 
got into his chariot. This unlucky 
ſtroke of Dickſon's was ſo near rob- 
bing the lady of her lover, that ſhe 
vas obliged to counterfeit another fit, 
in order to have him ſent for, after two 
days intermiſſion in his viſits. = 


This meeting, however, was a de- 
ciſve one, Mrs. St. John, in juſtice | 
to her brother's generoſity, boaſted to 

G 2 . 
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the doctor, how much he had done, 
and the doctor knowing the value of 
five hundred pounds a year—an elegant 
dwelling houſe, and an unhired car- 
riage, with only the little incumbrance 
tacked to it of a fair lady's participa- 
| tion—became as great a performer in 


1 the character of a lover as Mrs. St. 


John was at the exhibition of an hy- 
ſteric fit, and even went ſo far as to 
apply to Mr, Laurence for his conſent. 


Mr. Lawrence ſtared, but recollect- 
ing the quick work doctors make of 
it, whether they kill or cure — he 
thanked both his ſiſter and him for the 
compliment they paid him, and declar- 
ed himſelf ſo well affected towards the 
. 8 match, 
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match, that he would (if agrecable) 
give the lady _ 


"Ip Preparations were began on all ſides 
| for this wedding, and Mrs. Dickſon 
bleſſed the day that ever ſhe be- 
held doctor Pimento—ſo much did 
his kindneſs (in taking Mrs. St. John 
to himſelf)” touch her heart, and in 
ſhort, to own the truth, the pleaſure 
was almoſt univerſally felt through 
the whole family. During theſe tranſ- 
actions, Redman and his wife were 
| agonizing, like Belzebub, on his view 
of the happineſs of the firſt pair, at 
the conſequence the little ſkip jack (as 
they called him) of a debator, was ar- 
rived at in their father's family—im- 
puting Mr, Lawrence's perſeverance 
G 3 | in 
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in his cold but civil treatment of chem 
to Jervais's arts and management. 


Various were the ſchemes they 
formed and rejected for his deſtruction 
they would get him preſſed, they 
| would clap him into a mad houſe— 
they would ſuborn witneſſes to convict | 
him of poverty, falſchood, chicane 
and libertiniſm but whilſt theſe pious 

deſigns were fluctuating in their mind 
— they ſomehow or other came at the 
knowledge that Jervais was not his 
eal name, and reſolving to follow up 
This ſcent as far as it would carry them, 
fubſtanti ate ſome reports to his preju- 
dice, that ſhould loſe him Mr. Law- 
rence*s good opinion. Mr. Lawrence, 
however, finding him in every re pect 
| ſurpaſs 
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ſurpaſs his hopes, became ſo heartily 
attached to him, as to wiſh to make 
bim the offer of his daughter's hand, 


| The world, he had proved it, was 

full of deceit, and the neareſt relati ves, 
inconſtant and capricious—what was 
then to become of his Jeſſy, if depriv- 
ed of her father—Lydia and Dennis 
were mortal as well as himſelf, and 
moreover let them love her as they 
might, a huſband would be thought 
of for her by her friends, and probably | 
by herſelf, when Jervais, from deſpair, | 
was rendered the huſband of another 
—for the next ſtep to being a diſ- 
appointed lover, in his opinion, being 
a raſhly, and _injudiciouſly devoted 

huſband, 2: 231447 08 
(64 His 


pb 


* 
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His Jeſſy's conduct towards the 
young gentleman was, however, ſuch 


as not to mark any violent attachment; 


eſteem, indeed, ſhe loudly profeſſed 
for him, but his abſence fat eaſier upon 


her feelings than Mr. Lawrence thought 


accorded with the feelings of a love- 


ſtricken young girl, and his preſence 


did not appear, (though highly agree- 


able to her) eſſential to her exiſtence, 


* a 6 #% ® 


This tender father therefore deter- 


mined, (by ſome little ſtratagem) to 


get at a certainty reſpecting her incli- 
nations, before he ventured to com- 


municate his wiſhes ; he. ſent for her, 


in conſequence thereof, one afternoon 
into his library, and accoſted her thus: 
L have news for you, Jeſſy—news. 

that 


* 
* 
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that 1 hope will be agreeable, but as 
you, my child, are the beſt judge of 
the ſtate of your own heart, I charge 

you to ſpeak. i its dictates, be they what 
they may—and thus premiſed, I will 
unreſervedly tell you what I have to 
ay to ou. 3 


Miſs Jeſſy was a little ſtartled by 
this preparation, her chearfulneſs for- 
ſook her, ſhe tried to ſmile, but her 
features were too honeſt to obey, her. 
Mr. Lawrence would not ſeem to ſce 


the effect his words had upon her, but 


preſſed her to ſpeak up—for are you Yo 
not an Engliſhwoman, d he, and | 
intitled to freedom of voice on every | 
occaſion. I will endeavour, replied | 
the, my dear fir, to do as you wiſh 
G5 - - 


— 
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me, but you know I muſt firſt hear 
the buſineſs before I preſume to judge, 
much leſs to decide upon it. Then, 
cried Mr. Lawrence, T houghts to 
council Jeſſy, for—a huſband is the 
queſtion Now papa you make me 
ſmile, indeed—what can i poſſibly 
have to ſay reſpecting a huſband, who 
have never yet had a lover. Take 
care, Jeſly, do not impeach your ſin- 
cerity—you muſt know you have a 
great admirer (and that, let me tell 
| you, is but one remove from a lover 
poſſeſſed) in Jervais Johnſon (Miſs 
Jeſſy bluſhed) but Mr. Jervais, added 
be, is nothing to our preſent purpoſe I 
Miſs Jeſſy turned pale. I do not 
know what to ſay to you, fir, cried 
the, except that if you Can ſuppoſe you, 
intereſt 
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intereſt my curioſity, you may alſo 
kindly ſuppoſe, I wiſh to be relieved, 1 
That's my good girl—and yet I muſt 
recall my words, for though Mr. Jer- 
vais is not the man I have to mention 
to you—it is a relation of his, whoſe 
fortune, and all thoſe kind of things, I 

am very well ſatisfied with, we think 
| would make you very. happy. And 
does Mr. Jervais think - ſhe ſtopped 
—20 on, Jeſly, and tell me, where= 
fore, you are ſurpriſed at Mr, Jervais's 
friendly thoughts concerning Fo. 


@ fir ans. Jeſly, tears farting | 
to her eyes, you ſhall know, (though 
I would die before Mr. Jervais ſhould 
know as much) that he is miſtaken 
your poor Jeſſy has not her heart, 

5 poung 
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young as ſhe is, in her own keeping— 
gratitude has betrayed it. Come to 
my arms, cried the merchant, lovelieſt 
of children, come to your father's 
arms, who weeps with joy to inform 
 you—your worthily eſteemed Jervais 
is the man of his choice—the Jervais, 
whoſe whole ſoul has long been devot- 
ed to you, and thus every with I had 
formed for thee, will be fulfilled—ex- 
cept beſtowing thee upon poor Lapel- 
le's ſon; retire, therefore, and recover 
your fpirits—1 wounded you in ten- 
derneſs, in order to ſecure myſelf 
from the miſery of wounding you irre- 
trievably—or ſtay, my dear, and let 
me ſend Jervais to hear from your 
own lips, that all our doubts are diſ- 
, you muſt ſee him muſt : 
: tel 


* 
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tell him ſo, for in theſe caſes lovers _ 
never take a fathex's word, but once 
authoriſed to afk the queſtion, chuſe | 
to ſpeak to principals only. The 
| timid Jefly fat down, and her happy 

father called Jervais out of the 

compting houſe—there is a lady, ſaid 

he, in the library, has ſomething to 
communicate to- yourſelf alone, it 
ſeems; her behaviour, I confeſs to you, 
is not the moſt lively in the world, 
but perhaps you may be able to ac- 


count for it, and ſo—1 repeat to you, 
ſhe waits to ſee you. 


Mr. Jervais who had his head filled 
with apprehenſions of plots, deſigning, 
and cruel enemies, was much alarm- 
ed, but opening the library door 

1 what 
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what object ſhould his enraptured eyes 
encounter, but Miſs Jeſſy, and as 
'* | lovers have a language of their own— 
: though ſcarcely a dozen rational words 
were ſpoke between them, they clearly 
comprehended, that it was Mr. Law- 
Tence's intention to make them man 
and wife with their own Weinen 


their own glad conkat. 
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CHAP, . 
A PLOT, 
UT while this pair of vel were 


eclirieifſementMr. Redman Law- 


rence, and that amiable counterpart: . 
of him (his wife) were labouring and 


toiling i in order to effe& the downfall 
of poor Jervais—as a leading avenue 


A 


enjoying this moment of. ſweet 


* 
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to which the following letter was fabri- 
cated and diſpatched by them to their 


«© Honored Sir, 

Having the pleaſure to diſcover that 
our baniſhment from your roof, was 
Mrs. St. John's a&, not yours ; we 
thank you for the favour intended us, 
though not permitted to obtain it, and 
will only add upon this head, that our 

gratitude ſhall await every additional 

ray of kindneſs that breaks forth upon 
us; our own conduct cannot be recal- 
led; clemency, not juſtice, is therefore 
what we ſolicit, and though we ſhould 
never gain re- admiſſion into the moſt 
benevolent of human hearts, we will 
evince our ardent deſire to avert every 
new 


— 
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new ſtroke of morti fication, by ſetting a 


few very extraordinary particulars be- 


fore you. So winning is the addreſs, 
and brilliant the elocution of Mr. Jer- 
vais, or Johnſon, or whatever name 
he may be intitled to wear, that we 
wonder not at the eminence he has 
attained in Mr. Lawrence's good opi- ; 

nion; but Mr. Lawrence will do well 


to inform himſelf, no pariſh regiſter 


in the whole county of Bucks has any 
| ſuch birth enrolled therein as Jervals 
Johnſon—nor is any perſon to be met 
with that remembers a captain of that 
name, further back than fifteen or ſix- 
teen years; 28 for his being maſter of 
ſome property, no one attempts to 
deny; but how that property was ob- 
tained, it ſeems is a queſtion he cars 

Ws =_ 


16 | FAMILY PARTY, 
beſt anſwer—his ſervant has lived . 
with him many year s, but is ſo ſhrewd 
and cloſe a fellow—no light. can be 
drawn from that quarter, and we have 
only to intreat, and that obviouſly 
for your ſake, not ours, you will not 
diſregard theſe hints, becauſe received 
from your late offending, but how 
repentant children, 
| Redman and Olivia 
Laurence. 


Mr. Lawrence was e him- 
_ his pipe, and had juſt aſked 
Lydia, what Dennis and ſhe were 
about, that they did not fix their wed- 
ding day; though now I recollect 
myſelf, ſaid he, I have not yet in- 
formed you, that your mother has in- 

| | veſted 
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veſted me with full powers = therefore 
mark me I ſhall expect to hear of 

you ſoon; when the ſervant brought 55 
this curious letter in, from Mr. Red- 


man Lawrence, I perceive, ſaid the 
merchant, glancing his eye over 
the ſuperſcri ption—I ſuppoſe, there- 

fore, the contents will keep cool until 
we have had our uſual deſert, a ſong 
or two from the young: ladies. 


The man, I blen ſaid Miſs Je- 
ſy, waits for an anſwer, papa, will 
you then give me leave to read it to 
you. Tou love to be buſy, Jefly, and 
ſo for once I will oblige you, and read 
up my girl, with an audible voice. 
Miss Jeſſy broke the ſeal, and read 
the firſt paragraph to the beſt advan- Y 
tage, 


tage, bur perceiving what followed, 
the letter droped from her hands, and 
ſhe fainted away. Some infernal trick 
this is, I ſuppoſe, cried Mr. Law- 
rence, but Jeſſy be of good chear, 
my child, I ſhall not be influenced by 
it, (ſeeing her revive) we will throw 
the letter into the fire for the evil 
deeds it has done, and they may take 
tlie trouble, (if they pleaſe) to write 
another. 


Be it here obſerved that Mrs. St. 
John, and doctor Pimento were at 
this period faying ſoft things to each 
other without witneſſes, in that good 
lady's dreſſing room. O, fir, faid 
Mis Lawrence, no—you muſt (if you 
Pleaſe) read "oY for I cannot, as you 
| will 


will ** bg to act. 1 am ſure; 7 


Mr. Jervais, when he knows the con- 
tents will intreat you to read it. 


I vill read it myſelf to the company, 
cried Mr. Jervais, if I have permiſ- 
ſion — Mr. Lawrence paſſed his con- 
ſent, and the letter was read. Kind 
and tender creatures, ſaid Mr. Law- f 
rence, what pity it is, that with ſuch 
excellent talents, and ſuch excellent 
good will, they ſnould be unable to do 
miſchief; give me the letter, J ervais, 
I will-put it to uſe, the only uſe it is 
worthy of— lighting my pipe, my boy. 


Pardon me, ſir, ſaid Mr. Jervais, | 
there is too much ſound (ſenſe in this 
letter, to be treated ſo lightly—if I 
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am a guilty man—it is a key to look 
into my arts, and if I am an innocent 
man, it is worth the pains of proving 
myſelf ſo, ſince the way is thus open 
before me. proteſt, I myſelf am un- 
able to confute one article of it, for 
| though I never had any reaſon to 
| doubt the truth of my father's re- 
port, and think the education he be- 
ſtowed upon me, and the money he 
leſt me a good ſubſtantial proof of my 
legitimacy; I am reſolved to have 
inconteſtible teſtimonies that I am 
ſomebody's ſon, before I ever pre- 
ſume, ſaid he, (turning tenderly to 
Miſs Lawrence, his voice ſoftening, 
and every trace of vivacity leaving his 
countenance) to kiſs this dear hand, 


4 en her! hand to his lips) again. 
Don t 


© FAMILY PARTY. „ 
Dos t be a fool, Jervais, cried Mr ©. 
en we will make the tour of 
England together next ſummer, when * 
the girls have got their huſbands to = 
take care of chem, and my ſiſter is ha- 
py in the arms of phyſie — don't be a 5 
fool, I fay—we all know from whence 
the arrow comes, and that is ſufficient 
to render it pointleſs— forgive me, fir, 
replied Jervais, but 1 will develope - 
the plot before we meet again, or die 
in the attempt, Then hear me thou 
hot headed raſh boy—do not ſup- 
poſe I will truſt you by yourſelf on 
ſuch an irritating errand; what hin- 
ders Dennis, from giving you bly: 17 
company on this noble pilgrimage, _ 
and ſays not the proverb, truly and 
wiſely, that two heads are better 
„ than 


144 | FAMILY PARTY... N 
than one — you may be aſſured the 
girls will confole one another,, under 
their diſappointment; ſo well conſole 
themſelves by my aſſiſtance, that they 


ſhall have looked out for ſome leſs 


filly ſwains, to ſet their caps at in 
future. 


I eſly wasſo tenacious: of Mr. Jervais 8 
reputation, that no woman could have 
ſuſtained a ſeparation from her lover 
with more firmneſs than ſhe exhibited 
but the ſoft ſoul'd Lydia not having 


the ſame motives to ſupport her, and 


moreover being aſtoniſhed to find her 
Dennis hooked into ſo wild a journey, 
was ſo concerned,that hertears could not 
be reſtrained, though her uncle laugh- 
ed at her, and her couſin Jeſly cried 
out, 


* 
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out, 0, fie, Lydia, can you be ſorry 

5 my brother is ſo Gun as to my 1 5 5 
Jervais his « WRT AP 
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— vfitſe decampment was 
ſoon carried to Redman's, and cre- 
ated much ſpeculation— Mrs. Dickſon, 
however, ſaid ſhe wiſhed the proverb 
of harm watch, harm catch, might not 
be verified in their future deſtiny but 
that as for her dear Mr. een way” 


cee, was VELLORE. 


— days, bav- 
ing paſſed a letter arrived, to ke; K 
that they were returning, and return- 

ing triumphant, ſo ſoon as they could 

compleat their work, which would be 

in three days more from th n 

A... MN = 


ws. ** : 
* * 
* 


* 


146 FAMIEY PARTY. 
of, I knew he was a fooliſh boy, | 
ſaid Mr. Lawrence, with his ſtuff and 
delicacy, and whims, to make us paſs 
a whole week thus without them, 
when they had my leave to be much 
better employed. A ſtately meſſage 
was now delivered from Mrs. St. 
John, to deſire her brother's company 
in her drefling-room; aye, aye, ſaid Mr, 
Lawrence, my ſiſter has more wiſdom 
than you all put together, and I will 
be bound for it, has made ſuch good 
uſe of her time —that ſhe requires my 
preſence, (as ſhe calls it) to let me 
know the day and hour ſhe is to be- 
come a bride; and ſure enough this 
was a right conjecture the doctor 
vas there, and with much idle parade, 
announced his happineſs — begging the 


ſavour 


favour of Mr. As to meet them : 


at church the very next ne 


__ Mr. Km was glad to hear it, 


' becauſe, he ſaid, it would furniſh the 


girls with ſome amuſement—for that, 
under Mrs. Dickſon's care, they ſhould 
ſce their aunt's wedding if they never 
ſaw another in their lives. 


All hands were now ſet to work— 
the notice. being ſo ſhort, to prepare 
the wedding dinner; and, in order to 
expedite matters as much as poſlible, 
he gave his ſiſter a draught upon his 
banker (for what ſum was never 
known) that in all the articles he had 
h promiſed to a her with the 


might pleaſe herſelf, 


25 „ White 
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White ribbons and gloves flew 
| Nan the houſe, the men had favours 
the women what they pleaſed, at 
the merchant's expence, and mirth 
and glee, buſtle and proviſions, were 


ſeen on all ſides. - 


It is an a thing, ſaid Mr. 
Lawrence, that the boys ſhould be 
abſent, for never will they ſee ſo fine 
a ſight, but I am wondering, Jeſſy, 
continued he, laughing, how I ſhall 
get at the bride and bridegroom to 
Join their hands, if the doctor's enor- 
mous muff is to * of the party. 


The morning came, and to church 


they went, where, to the great ſatis- 
faction of all preſent, they were pro- 
| nounced 


% 
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| nounced man and wife. On their ts: 
turn home, however—but what hap- 
pened on their return home, will ap- 
pear in the next chapter. OE 


CHAP. x. 


THE PLOT DISCOVERED. 


N their return from church, Mrs, 
Dickſon was told that a packet 

had been brought her out of the coun- 
try, which ſhe was deſired to read 
125 H3 immediately, 
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immediately, and in order to read it 
uninterruptedly, ran off with it into 
the bride's bed- chamber. 


She opened it in a great hurry and 
found the following words on an un- 
ſealed piece of paper addreſſed to her 
ſelf. 


Dear Mrs. Dickſon, 
How will it mortify Redman and 
his wife to hear that they were ſet to 
work, however malign their inten- 
tion, by your old friend's good genius 
Land that all that is left for us to do, 
is to ſing te deum. But you muſt, 
not expett us to tell the ſtory twice 
ſo in order to come at it, you muſt 


with great care and caution, deliver 
the encloſed into our father's hands 
7 tell 
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tell him to read it deliberately, calm- 
ly -in a word as he would read the 
moſt intereſting concerns of one of his 
friends, but read it before we arrive to 
claim the reception of conquerors 
Tours ſincerely, 

L. D. LawrenCE. 


Mrs. Dickſon forgetting the dig- 
nity of the day, (having ſuch good au- 
thority in her hand) opened the din- 
ing room door, and ſaid, fir, Mr. Law- 
rence, I beg to ſpeak to you—Mr. 
Lawrence inſtantly attended her—I 
have news for you from the travellers, 
faid ſhe, a whole packet, will you go 
to your library and read it; why, Mrs. 
Dickſon, ſaid he, this conduct is ſome- 
what irregular—on. a lady's wedding 
H4 day 
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day—to remember our own concerns 
but ettequette by your leave, I will 
ſee what theſe ſcli-banithed boobies 
have to ſay to me. 

He opened the packet, when falling 
upon his knees—it is my Lapelle, 
ſaid he, and J have no more to aſk of 
Heaven — your long loved Jervais, 
; Mrs. Dickſon, is my long lamented 
Lapelle — call- Olivia and Redman 
here that 1 may embrace them, for 
have they not been inſtruments (tho' 
diabolical ones) of the diſcovery. But 
we will fit down and read the ac- 


count ſtright forward as we are de- 


Dieareſt 
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Deareſt Sir, | 

| On our arrival in this neighbour- 
hood we learned a perſon had been 
there before us, making very particu- 
lar enquiries of nearly the ſame nature 
as ours, without receiving any ſatis- 
faction; we, however, ſet to work, and 
ſeeking out the oldeſt inhabitants of 
the place, told them we would make 
it worth their while to recolle& all 
they could of captain Johnſon's ar 
and reſidence there. | 


They recollected, they ſaid, and 
could alone recollect ſo much, that 
the captain, who was a native of the 

county, after an abſence of ſome years, 
came to ſettle there, and brought 
with him a boy, barely three years old, 
N Which, 
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which, he ſaid, he had had by kis lady, 
who was dead, and- no. one, to their 
knowledge, had ever enquired further. 
But one of the company giving me a. 
Gignificant nod, I contrived to follow 
him out, and trace his ſteps, until he 


ſhould be inclined to turn. about and 2 


Peak! to me. 

We bad ws three fields, and 
Fervais was, I heard after me hen. 
ſuddenly looking back and perceiving 
our friend, we are purſued, cried he, | 
meet me at the top. of yonder lane, 
and I will tell you ſomething worth 
your hearing. It is only my friend, 
replied I, fo fear not, I will ſave you 
neh at whatever hazard, and well 
tdteward 
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e you if you give me any abe 
into . 


Tou ſee yonder cottage, ſaid he, 
pointing to a diſtant ſpot — in that 
cottage ſnug lives the man, who 
brought captain Johnſon's child to 
this place; the captain and him were 
always great friends until one day, 
that he called upon him at the cottage, 
and aſked him where he had buried 
the box; the man pointed to a pond 5 

Dit will not do, ſaid the captain, 1 
wiſh J had put it in the fire; drag it 
up for me, and I will pay you; I will 
have nothing more to do with it ſaid 
the cottager; I have eſcaped with my 


neck hitherto, and J will not now run. 
Aa into danger; to move in the buſineſs: 
„ 6 will . 
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- will betray it; they parted, however, 
with high words between them, and 
all this happening to be over-ſeen and 

overheard by a fellow that was ditch- 
ing at a diſtance, he came and made 

| me acquainted with it; when, not to 
mince the matter, (expecting to find 
the body of a murdered child, or that 
ſome ſuch bloody tragedy had been 
ated; we went with a lanthorn in the 
dead of that very night, drew up the 
box and found—what, cried 1 impa- 

"riently— no earthly thing, replied he, 
but a parcel of old papers, one of 
which alone was legible; ſo to prevent 

all detection, we made a bonfire of 
the box, ſunk the wet papers into the 
bog houſe, and kept the letter by way 
of curioſity, to let us into the confir- 
N 8 8 8 mation 
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 firmation, but lo, and behold it is all 
mere ſtuff and nonſenſe; ean you help 
us to a ſight of it, cried I, yes, and 


it ſhall ſo pleaſe you to go home with 


me, but I live two full miles from this 
here ſpot; I bid him lead the way, and 
ve followed in ſilence, but to deſeribe 
our feelings on peruſing the letter he 
gave us is impoſſible, the poor man 
and his wife thought us frantic, an 
idea that was not a little ſtrengthened 
by our pouring out the guineas from 


our purſe, and bidding them "Ou us a 
is: PARCEL I 
And now, PR fir, open the paper, 
number two, and read it yourſelf, for 
it is a letter wrote by your beloved 
Lapelle from the Maderias (where 


. 
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you have ſo often. told us he touched 
at) to captain Johaſon, then ſtationed, 

as you will find, in Jamaica, reſpect. 

ing his infant ſon, to whoſe guardian - 
hip he had been intruſted. 


Mr. Lawrence wiped his ſpectacles, 
Lapelle, cried he, though dead once 


4 
— - , 2 
* * 


TO CAPTAIN joRNS0 
Dear Sir, 4 
Having juſt finiſhed and diſpatched 


a letter to my worthy Lawrence, to 
inform him of my being on my way 
to England, and the melancholy ,oc- 
caſion thereof—before I re-embark, 
mu addreſs a few lines to you. 

bg How 
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- How is my child, my Dennis, my 
ſmilling infant — has he already forgot 

bis father —or do you, my good, my 
much eſteemed friend, do you repeat 
my name to him, and keep alive the 
remembrance of me, in his precious. 
heart. I told him I was going to 
fetch his little wife, and what think 
you (but perhaps I have mentioned it 
already) was his reply“ fetch mama. 
too—your D. L. loves mama wants 


— 


I gave him into his nurſe's arms, 
and ſought where to weep, and relieve 
the innocent, yet eutting ſtab he had 
given my feelings. Never, my dear 
Johnſon, I conjure, whether I am» 
_ deſtined or not, to behold him again; 


” Fs $i * never 
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never let him forget Dennis Lawrence, 
his name: ſake, and Godfather, teach 
him the ſame love I myſelf bear, the 
initials of one of the faithfuleſt friends 


on earth, for the L. D.--I have taught 


him to call himſelf, has more muſie 
for my ear and heart than imperial 
titles, and next to this preſerve in his 
memory his little wife, for I would 
not for worlds he ſhould. forget her. 
Manage my fortune as if it was 
your own (for you have entire power 
over it, and you will find, if you ſur- 


vive me, I have taken care in my will 
to recompenſe you for your trouble. 
One thing, and but one thing more, 


ſhould my enſuing paſſage be a fatal 
one—as ſoon as poſſible convey- my 
orphan child to England- 


DO 1 * 
n i es Bert A. 
— —— Fs —_—_ 


FAMILY PARTY. 1617 | 
into the hands of my worthy Lawrence 
—that he may be brought up as his | 

own, and ſhould you live to' that pe- Ki 


riod, ſee my laſt wiſh. accompliſhed, 
the union of my Dennis, with the Jeſ- 
ſy of Mr. Lawrence; and that Hea- 
ven, in return for ſuch multiplied acts 
of goodneſs, may ſhower down its 
choiceſt bleſſing on your head, will be 
the expiring prayer of yours, &c. &C. 
D. LAPELLE... 
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And could this wretch, cried Mr. 
Lawrence, with every article of this 
ſo ſtrongly urged requeſt unaccom.  * 
pliſhed, die in peace. This, Mrs. 
Dickſon, is a feaſt on my ſiſter's wed- 


* 
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ding day, I little expected to enjoy: SL | 
J hope they will arrive before ſupper ' 
1 >. _—_ 
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that I may introduce them to the com: 
pany in proper form. We may truly 
fay the workings of Providence are 
wonderful—could Olivia's malice and 
revenge have ſlept, we had never 
known our preſent felicity, the has 
exalted him ſhe ſought to debaſe, and 
cut a new ſcourge for her own feelings. 
But my good woman, how ſhall we 

Proceed —ſhall, I ſend for Lydia and 
Jeſſy, and open the intelligence upon 
them, or leave it unmentioned until 
F can treat them with an agreeable 
Aurpriſe—I will, however call Olivia 
aſide, and thank her for her letter— 
in conſequence of which I will tell her 
my ſon Dennis has convicted Mr. Jer- 
vais of having long paſſed himſelf off 
to the world under fictitious names 
110 5 | more 


* 


time. Mr. Lawrence rejoined the 


company, and appeared fo. enlivened 
that every one took notice of it. Mrs. 
Pimento conſidered it as a compli- 


ment to her — at length, however, 
a chaiſe came rattling up their fide of 


the ſquare—a thundering rap at the 


door, announced a viſitor of conſe- 


quence Mr. Lawrence flew down to 
receive them, and our readers will ima» | 


gine the happineſs of the ſeene —he 


led them up ſtairs, treading air and 


having entered the dining room with 
Lapelle in his hand“ here he is, 
ſaid he, the abominable deceiver, the 
miſerable culprit—for inſtead of the 
fon of captain nobody can tell who. 

in $6 le _ behold 
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more of which ſhe ſhall hear another 


464 FAMILY PARTY. 

behold he turns out to be our long 
| loſt Lapelle — Mrs. Redman Law- 
rence, Mr. Redman, pray ſay ſome- 
what civil to young Lapelle—and 
Lapelle, as you value my favour, pay 
due thanks to this amiable 4 0 for 
all favours. wt 


Dr. Pimento perceiving a cloud riſe 
in every countenance, begged all fa- 
mily diſſatisfaction might be 1 
5 for that one yy" at leaſt. 


1 50 and Jefly wit up to Lapelle 
and Dennis Lawrence who drew off 
to the other end of the room for a few 
moments, when Mr. Lawrence, * 
ing had his humour out, prop 
their ſtriking up a ball agreed and 
agreed 


e e 
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agreed was the word - but ſiſter, ſaid 
he, let us have no more FAMILY 


PARTIES, for you find, error and all its 
&c's is not the contagion of the world, i 
but human nature !—the more enlarg- _ | | | 
ed our connexions, whilſt worth and _ 
honour mark their boundaries, the 
more enlarged our happineſs — and 
henceforth, inſtead of ſingularity of 
conduct, I will put my truſt in 8 
ly circles, and ever mix in them 
wherever to be found. l 
A muſician or two being arrived, 
Mr. Lawrence took out the bride 
himſelf the Doctor Mrs. Redman 
Redman his couſin Lydia Lapelle, 
the enraptured Lapelle, his own Jeſſy, 
and Mr. Dennis Lawrence Mrs. Dick- 
fon, 


3 
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celebrated for its ſplendor, or its ſtrict 
| boaſt to be, a chearful ſet of company 
the ' muſic laying every turbulent 
- paſſion to ſleep; and for the time be- 
ing, humanizing brutes, and animat- 
ing, and . r one of the 


ee ſupper was e up, and 
whilſt the bride and bridegroom's health 
went round, Mr. Lawrence whiſ pered 
Lapelle, that the next day (being his 
birth-day,) ſhould crown his wiſhes. 
Lydia and Jeſſy — to make 
difficulties, on the report of this whiſ- 
per to their ear but Mr. Lawrence's 

declaring, after the company broke 
- . UP» 
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up, that they ſhould either be married 


the next day, or not until the anniver- 


ſary of that day, they were too honeſt 


: mY 


to diſſemble that they thought the one 


as much too far diſtant, as the other 
was too near, but that if no alternative 
was permitted them, but two extremes 


(for fear of accidents), they would ra- 


ther chuſe the next morning. 


But obſerve, ſaid Mr. Laurence, 


we will have no raree ſhow doings 


your aunt, I underſtand, makes an 


excurſion, with her beloved, and the 
Redman's, to Richmond'—— Mrs. 
Dickſon ſhall therefore accompa 1 


you privately to church 8 all the 
other neceſſary parties ſhall meer you, 
and our r Joy ſhall be rational. 


The 


* 
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The next morning off ſet the great 
doctor Pimento and his lady in a coach 
and-four, and were to take up Olivia 
and Redman on the way, and no 
ſooner were they fairly off the premi- 
ſes, as Mr. Lawrence phraſed it, than 
he commanded the reſt of the family 
to be on the march the double cere- 


mony was ſoon diſpatched, and Mr. 


Lawrence ſeemed impatient to get out 
of the church; we will think of it no 
more, ſaid he, my children, embrac- | 
Ing them in turns, for I dare not truſt 
myſelf to think of the two perſons that 
are wanting to compleat our happineſs, 
my Jeſly's mother and my poor La- 
pelle. On returning home, which they 
did in the ſame manner they quitted 
tt, and collected together in that ſanc- 


tum ſanctorum, the library, where 
chocolate was ordered, Mr. Lawrence 
| begged to hear the concluſion. of their 
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4 


Buckinghamſhire adventure. We ſpent 7 


the night, ſaid Mr. Dennis, at the 


old man's cottage, and having reſolv- 


ed to demand an account, from: 
the perſon pointed out . to us, who. 


captain Johnſon was, and for what 
purpoſe he had ſecreted our Lapelle; 
we ſet off to make him an early as well 
as an unwelcome viſit. He was much 


ſhocked when we opened the buſineſs, 
and aſſured us, we might depend up- 
on it as the beſt, and, indeed, only 
amends he could now offer us, that 
he would make a faithful declaration | 
of all the facts that had reached his 


knowledge. Captain Johnſon, he 


inn. EE V- ſaid, 
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- faid, was a very agreeable man, An | 
as fuch during his ſtation at Jamaica, : 
was beloved and eſteemed . Ws 5 
neighbours. 1 5 


85 1 hat Mr. Lapelle in particular had 
conceived an attachment to him from 
his good natured exertion to cheer and 
compoſe his mind on the death of his 
wife, and moreover from his having 
been well thought of by that poor lady, 
and beloved by her little ſon—in con- 
ſequence of all which maſter Lapelle, 
on his father's. leaving the iſland, was 
committed to the captain's care and 
guardianſhip, together with his whole 
property, and as the captain had lived 
; pretty freely, and was ſomewhat in- 


volved in his circumſtances, hearing 
A N e fo 
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| ſo unexpeedly: that Mr. Lapelt Was i 
| 1 to ef e © j 

The child, * $65 508 at a litde 
ſeat of his father's, a few miles up the 
country, was not much known to the 
captain, with no leſs expedition than 
addreſs, contriving to realize Mr. La- 
pelle's effects, ſent me off the iſland 
under favour of the night, with the 
child, with che ſtricteſt orders, to be 
as careful of his ſafety as I was of my 
own, following us himſelf, as ſoon as 
poſſible. 


Thus ſuddenly and unpremeditately, 
ſaid the man, did he become the victim 
of ſtrong temptation, but as the pa- 
ents of the child were dead, he per- 2 
db... „ a. 
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ſuaded himſelf, that he did him ſmall = 
injuſtice by ſharing his fortune, as he 
really always treated him both gene- 
rouſly and affectionately; he owned, 
indeed, he believed fifteen thouſand 
pounds was leſs than the produce 'of 
Mr. Lapelle's property, but his uni- 
- verſity education, and proviſion from 


infancy was worth fome conſideration, 
and that upon the whole he could ſay | 
| (except being kept from a connexion 
with Mr. Lawrence's family,) he had 
ſuſtained very little wrong. 


Mr. Dennis added, that they aſked 
how it had been poſſible for the child 
to loſe every trace of what he had 

been his reply was, that infant minds 
| did not retain * ut by 

> ines 
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force of memory as was imagined, but 
from the repeated deſcription given 
thoſe around them have they often 
ſeemed, even to themſelves, to have 
a retroſpective knowledge of things, 
when, in reality, the images were 
alone confirmed, and fixed in their 
remembrance, by the pictures thus 
induſtriouſly by their friends, relations, 
or attendants, preſented to their view; 
and thus ends, ſaid Mr. Dennis Law= 
rence, our extraordinary adventure. 


3 Lawrence was going to reply, 
when a lond knock at the door drew 


off his attention; Mrs. Dickſon was 
called out, but returned inſtantly, half 
laughing, yet apparently ſurpriſed, to 
tell them tlie coach and four had treat- 
: | 6 ed 
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ed the company with a rough ſet 
down at a ſmall diſtance from Hyde- 
Park Corner where in all the majeſty 
of mud, and impatience of delay, they 
were waiting for neceſſary aids from 
their wardrobes, to enable them to 
proſecute their journey. No hurt, you 
are certain; has been received by them, 
ſaid Mr. Lawrence, a little anxiouſ- 
1ly—but I remember, Mrs. Dickſon, 
you are not one of thoſe that are capa- 
ble of laughing at the expence of their 
lumanity. | 


They have ſuſtained no earthly 
harm, replied Mrs. Dickſon, the man 
aſſures me, except that doctor Pimen- 
to's muff, which coſt him many 
pounds, has been ſo trampled under 
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foot by men, vomen and children, 
the ſpectators of the accident, as he 


fears, never to be rendered a perſonal | 


article of decoration more. 


Mr. Lawrence was ſo diverted 11 
the ch that he cried out, wWwhar 
ſay you, boys and girls, to being the 
bearers of relief to this diſtreſſed party 
—and paying them our condolence, 


the altogether of us will fill two 


| coaches, and the exerciſe and air get 
us an * to our dinner. 


The propoſal TE univerſally ap- 
e two backney coaches were 
ordered to the door Lapelle, his 
lovely bride, and the merchant, oc- 


cupying * fun, Lydia, her- new 
made 
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made huſband, and Mrs. Dickſon, | 
the ſecond, and they arrived with fo 
much expedition, that the diſaſter was 
. forgot, by the ſufferers. When the 
mirth their diſmal plight excited, 
ceaſed—which was not until their 
change of dreſs was effected. 


Mr. Lawrence told the doctor it 
was an ugly ſpecimen of matrimonial 
felicity; but, continued he, I hear- 
tily wiſh this may be the worſt you 
will ever exhibit for remember all 
theſe ſpots will rub out. When the 
ladies and carriage were ready, the 
doctor (but, alas! without his muff) 
aſſiſted them very gallantly into it, 
* Mr. Lawrence and his family 


made 


FAMILY PARTY, 177 
made dhe beſt of their yy. back to 


dinner, 


To Seide were the kind 
| tempers of Mr. Lawrence' s four chil- 


dren, the goodneſs of his own heart, - 
and the affectionate conduct of Mrs. 
Dickſon towards them all that not 


only the Britiſh metropolis but the 


Britiſh empire, could not contain a 


more reſpectable, reſpected or happy 
. | 
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© This ancient chronicle, like the tales of other 

- times, is entertaining and intereſting, —Tt 

. pretends not, however, to real antiquity, nor 

is it a ſucceſsful Imitation. Modorn refine- 

ments glare through the veil, and the politi- 

cal ſpeculations of our reforming neighbours 

give a ſtriking hue to the whole. —M. DE 

GORGY contraſts the oppreſſive with the 
benevolent Lords; but gives the victory to | 

the latter. e e g 
Critical Review=sMay 16, 1791 Page 167, 
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This Pindacion i is more a-kin to the Romans: 1 - 
of the laſt Century than the Novel of the pre- | 
ſent Day.—The ſcene is laid in the Court of 
Philip Auguſtus, King of France, a Monarch, 
who united with Bravery and Wiſdom every 
_ Virtue and Accompliſhment that could dig- 
nify a Prince, or adorn a Man. The gal- f 
lant Manners. of that brilliant Court are . 
agreeably deſcribed, and that unhappy and 1 
fatal Pathon ot the lovely kloila de Claixville 
is a Tale that muſt awaken Duty in the 
Boſom of every Son and Papuphter of Sym 
pathy. 
She never before told her Love: 0 
But let Concealment, like a Worm in the Bud, 1 
Feed on her damaſł Cheek, She pin d in Thought. 


F Engliſh Review— May, 1 791 age 389. 


* 


* 


— 


* 


CHARLOTTE: 


A TALE OP TRUTH, | 


- . PE Fs 
9 1 OY . 


4 -# f x * * 


* * * . 


In Two "FEM I amo. 


_—— 
: H 


PE at POT 


Pricg 5s 2 


9 * * * - n : * - f 
er — * 4 2 — ok 11 


It may be a Tale 555 Truth, fe is not un- 


natural, and it is a Tale of real Diftreſs — 
Charlotte, by the artifice of a Teacher, re- 
commended to a School, from Humanity 
rather than a Conviction of her Integrity, 
or the Regulazity of f her former Conduct, is 
enticed from her Goverifeſs, and accom- 
panies 4 Fun Offfeer to America. Arbe 
Marriage Ceremony, if not forgotten i is poſt= 

Poped, + "and CRNotte” dies a Martyr to the 
Inconſtancy of her Lover, and the "Treachery-- 
of his Friend. — The ſituations are artleſs and 

" affeRing—the Deſcription, natural and pa- 

| thetic; we ſhould feel for Charlotte if ſuch 

à Perſon ever exiſted, who for one Error 
ſcarcely, -perhaps, deſerved ſo ſevere a Pu- 
niſhment. If it is a Fiction, poetic juſtice is 

_ not, we think, proper diſtributed, Of 
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tum ſanctorum, the library, where 


chocolate was ordered, Mr. Lawrence | 


begged to hear the concluſion of their 
Buckinghamſhire adventure. We ſpent. 
the night, ſaid Mr. Dennis, at the 
old man's cottage, and having reſolv- 
ed to demand an account, from 
the perſon pointed out. to us, who 
captain Johnſon was, and for what 
purpoſe he had ſecreted our Lapelle ; 
we ſet off to make him an early as walh | 
as an unwelcome viſit." He was much 
| ſhocked when we opened the buſineſs, 
and aſſured us, we might depend up- 


on it as the beſt, and, indeed, only 


amends he could now offer us, that 
he would make a faithful declaration 
of all the facts that had reached his 
knowledge. Captain Johnſon, he 
vol. 11I. 1 ſaid, 


N. 2 
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faid, was a very agreeable man, and ” 
as ſuch during his ſtation at Jamaica, 
was beloved and eſteemed by his 
neighbours. - <0 


That Mr. Lapelle in particular had 
conceived an attachment to him from 
his good natured exertion to cheer and 
compoſe his mind on the death of his 
wife, and moreover from his having 
been well thought of by that poor lady, 
and beloved by her little ſon—1n con- 
ſequence of all which maſter Lapelle, 
on his fither's leaving the iſland, was 
committed to the captain's care and 
guardianſhip, together with his whole 
property, and as the captain had lived 
pretty freely, and was ſomewhat in- 


volved in his circumſtances, hearing 
ſo 


* 
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ſſd unexpeRedly that Mr. Lapelle was 
gone to the bottom — ſelf prevailed, - 


The child, from reſiding at a litile 
ſeat of his father's, a ſew miles up the 
country, was not much known to the 
captamm, with no leſs expedition than 
addreſs, contriving to realize Mr. La- 
pelle's effects, ſent me of the iſland 


under favour of the night, with the 


child, with the ſtricteſt orders, to be 
as careful of his ſafety as I was of my 
own, following us himſelf, as ſoon as 
poſſible. 


Thus ſuddenly and unpremeditately, 
ſaid the man, did he become the victim 
of ſtrong temptation, but as the pa- 
rents of the child were dead, he per- 
I 2 ſuaded 
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ſuaded himſelf, that he did him ſinall 
injuſtice by ſharing his fortune, as he 
really always treated him both gene- 
rouſly and affectionately; ; he owned, 
indeed, he believed fifteen thouſand 
ug was leſs than the produce of 
Mr. Lapelle's property, but his uni- 


verſity education, and proviſion from 


infancy was worth ſome conſideration, 
and that upon the whole he could ſay 
(except being kept from a connexion 
with Mr. Lawrence's pgs he had 


_ ſuſtained oy. little wrong _- 


- Mr. Dennis added, that they-aſked 
how it had been poſſible for the child 
to loſe every trace of what he had 
been— his reply was, that infant minds 


did not retain o many particulars by 


force 
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force of memory as was imagined, but 
from the repeated deſcription given 
thoſe around them have they often 
ſeemed, even to themſelves, to have 


a retroſpective knowledge of things, _ 


when, in reality, the images were 
alone confirmed, and fixed in their 
remembrance, by the pictures thus 
induſtriouſly by their friends, relations, 


or attendants, preſented to their view; 
and thus ends, ſaid Mr. Dennis Laws - 


rence, our extraordinary adventure. 


Mr. Lawrence was going to reply, 


when a loud knock at the door drew 


off his attention; Mrs. Dickſon was 
called out, but returned inſtantly, half | 


laughing, yet apparently ſurpriſed,” to 


tell them the coach and four had treat- 


. ech 
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ed the company with a rough ſet 
down at a ſmall diſtance from Hyde- 
ParkCorner—where in all the majeſty 

of mud, and impatience of delay, they 
were waiting for neceſſary aids from 


their wardrobes, to enable them to 
proſecute their journey. No hurt, you 


are certain, has been received by them, 
ſaid Mr. Lawrence, a little anxiouſ- 


ly—but I remember, Mrs. Dickſon, 


you are not one of thoſe that are capa- 


ble of laughing at the expence of their 


humanity. 


They have ſuſtained no earthly 
harm, replied Mrs. Dickſon, the man 
aſſures me, except that doctor Pimen- 
to's muff, which coſt him many 


pounds, has been ſo trampled under 
74 toot. 
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foot by men, women and children, 
the ſpectators of the accident, as he 
fears, never to be rendered a perſonal 
article of decoration more. 


Mr. Lawrence was ſo Aver by 
the incident that he cried out, what 
ſay you, boys and girls, to being the 
bearers of relicf to this diſtreſſed party 
—and paying them our condoltnony 
the altogether, of us will fill two 
coaches, and the exerciſe and air get 
us an appetite to our dinner. 


The propoſal being univerſally ap- 
proved, two hackney coaches. were 
ordered to the door—Lapelle, his 
lovely bride, and the merchant, oc- 
cupying the firſt, Lydia, her new 

15 he made 
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made huſband, and Mrs. Dickſon, 
the ſecond, and they arrived- with ſo : 
much expedition, that the diſaſter was 
forgot, by the ſufferers. When the 
mirth their diſmal plight excited, 
ceaſed—which was not until their 


: change of dreſs was effected. 


Mr. Lawrence told the doctor it 
was an ugly ſpecimen of matrimonial 
felicity; but, continued he, I hear- 
tily wiſh this may be the worft you 
will ever exhibit— for remember all 
theſe ſpots will rub out. When the 
ladies and carriage were ready, the 
doctor (but, alas! without his muff) 
aſſiſted them very gallantly into it, 
and Mr. Lawrence and his family 
made 
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made the beſt of their way back to 
dinner, - 


Too conelude—ſuch were the kind 
tempers of Mr. Lawrence's four chil- - 
dren, the goodneſs of his own heart, 
and the affectionate conduct of Mrs. 


Dickſon towards them. all—that not | 5 


only the Britiſh metropolis but the 
Britiſh empire, could not contain a 


more ref} peRable, reſpected or happy 
. 
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In Two Volumes 12mds. 


Price 58. ſerved» e 


* 


This ancient chronicle, like the tales of other 
times, is entertaining and intereſting.— It 
pretends not, however, to real antiquity, Nor 
i ĩt a ſucceſsful Imitation.—Modorn refine- 
ments glare through the veil, and the politi- 
. cal ſpeculations. of our reforming neighbours 
give a ſtriking hue. to the whole.—M. DE 
- GORGY contraſts the oppreſſive with the 
benevolent Lords; but gives the victory to 
the latter. . 
| Critical Review==May 16, 1791—Page 167, 
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ELOISA DE CLAIRVILEE. ©: 
In Two Volumes ramo. . - ; 


Price 6s. ſewed. 
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This Production is more a- kin to the Romance 
of the laſt Century than the Novel of the pre- 5 
ſent Day. The ſcene is laid in the Court of 8 
Philip Auguſtus, King of France, a Monarch, 
who united with Bravery and Wiſdom everx | 
Virtue and. Accompliſhment that could dig- -x q 
nify a Prince, or adorn a Man. The gal- 9 
lant Manners of that brilliant Court are 
agreeably deſcribed, , and that unhappy and 
fatal PaſGon of the lovely Elviſa de Clairville 
is a Tale that muſt awaken Duty in the 
| Boſom of every Son zag Daughter of Sym- | 
pathy. | | 8 

She never before told her Lowe: : 

But let Concealment, like a Worm in the Bud, a 

Feed on her damaſk Cheek. She pin'd in Thought. 


Engliſh Reviem — May, 1791 ;—Page 38. 
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CHARLOTTE: 


A TALE OF TRUTH. 


In Two Volumes 12mo. 
| | iy 
Price 55 ſewed. | 


| It may be a Tale of Truth, for it is not "iy 
natural, and it is a Tale of real Diſtreſs, — 


Charlotte, by the artifice of a Teacher, re- 


commended to a School, from Humanity 
rather than a ConviRtion of- her Integrity, 
or the Regularity of her former Conduct, is 
enticed from her Governeſs, and accom- 
Panies a young Officer to America. — The 


Marriage Ceremony, if not forgotten is poſt- 
poned, and Charlotte dies a Martyr to the 


Inconſtancy of her Lover, and the Treachery 
of his Friend. The ſituations are artleſs and 


affecting the Deſcription, natural and pa- 
thetic; we ſhould feel for Charlotte if ſuch 


a Perſon ever exiſted, who för one Error 


| ſcarcely, perhaps, deſerved ſo ſevere a Pu- 


- niſhment, If it is a Fiction, poetic juſtice is 


not, we think, properly diſtributed, 


4 


